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By SUSAN LYNN
Register Editor

Almost 30 area residents
learned about funding
opportunities from repre-
sentatives of two Kansas
City foundations at a work-
ing lunch on Monday.

Administrators with
Health Care Foundation of
Greater Kansas City and
the REACH Healthcare
Foundation came to Iola
specifically to tell those who
work for area schools, cities
and non-profit organiza-
tions of their funding mech-
anisms.

The foundations were
formed from the sale of
Health Midwest to the Hos-
pital Corporation of Ameri-
ca, which now leases Allen
County Hospital.

“Give me an opportunity
to say no,” to a funding
request, said Andres Dom-
inquez, a program officer of
the Health Care Foundation

k)f Greater Kansas City.
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Dominquez, Brenda
Sharpe, president and chief
executive officer of REACH,
and Betsy Topper, vice pres-
ident of programs at
REACH, gave an overview
of the focuses of their foun-
dations and told of criteria
necessary to qualify for
beauests.
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Monday’s program was
sponsored by Thrive Allen
County, a local organization
that received its initial
funding from REACH.

Sharpe was instrumental
in pairing researchers from
the University of Kansas
with local citizens to con-
duct a community needs
assessment that gives criti-
cal demographical informa-
tion. From this effort
almost four years ago,
Thrive Allen County was
born.

“It has exceeded our
expectations that Thrive is
sustainable,” Sharpe said of
the local charitable founda-
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