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POLAR POSITIONS 
JUST HOW UNCERTAIN IS THE SCIENCE? 

I think it s awfully vain of us to believe 

that we can control the climate of the earth. 

I haven t fully made myself a full siudent 

of all the science. Essentially, what I know 

is what I read the newspaper. ii 

JON CALLEN, president of Edmiston Oil Co., Wichita 

By DUANE SCHRAG 
Sauna Journal 

Admit it, you re not a scientist. 

So what you know about 

global warming came from 
someone else (please don t 

say you made up your mind 
because you remember there 
being more snow when you 

were a kid, or, worse yet, 

because we had a really big ice 

storm this year). 

And because the science 

behind the theories of climate 

change is so complex  calculating 

the re-entry trajectory of 

an orbiting satellite is, by comparison, 

trivial  the question 
for most people turns on which 
expert they believe. 

The believers 
Climate Change Believers 

 those who accept the theory 

that human actions are significantly 

accelerating global 

warming, and if unchecked 
likely will have severe consequences 

 are backed by some 
of the most prestigious scientific 

organizations in the world. 

When Rod Bremby, secretary 

of the Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment, 
explained to a Salina audience 

last month why he believes two 

new coal-fired power plants 

should not be built in Holcomb, 
he named a handful of those 

groups who warn that trends in 

carbon dioxide en from 

fossil fuel must be reversed: the 

Geological Society of America, 
the American Geophysical 
Union, the American Institute 

of Physics, the American Metet,rckic,it 1 jc 

These are the top scientists 
in the nation,  he said. 

The doubters 
But many Climate Change 

Doubters insist there is real 

consensus among scientists on 

this question. Rep. DØena Horst, 
R-Salina, said during a legislative 

forum last month that she 

thinks the experts are evenly 

divided. 
Indeed, the Doubters have 

stressed the complexity and 
uncertainty And they are cer 

certainly buoyed by the Global 
Warming Petition Project, 

which claims it has obtained 
the support and signatures of 

more than 19,000 American scientists 

for a petition opposed  
entirely on scientific grounds 
published in peer reviewed 
journals  to the hypothesis of 

human-caused global warming.  

So who are these scientists? 
The list, which is posted on 

the Oregon Institute of Science 
and Medicine s Web site (www. 
oism.org), can be downloaded 
by state. The Sauna Journal 

downloaded the Kansas section 
 156 names  and tried to 

fmd out what they did and, if 

possible, interview them. 

About two-thirds of the 

names came up in Internet 
searches They represented a 

variety of professions  geologists, 

agronomists, oil explora 

exploration and processing, physicians, 
even meteorologists. 

Virtually none appeared to be 

active in research with climate 
change Implications. 

The only one who did appear 
said he never signed the petifinn 
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