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By Yvonne Ramirez
KANSAS STATE COLLEGIAN

Their faces displayed looks of con-
fusion as their dance routine came to a
screeching halt.

The group members lost their
place, and the music stopped. Howev-
er, their determination would not al-
low this technical difficulty stop the
performance routine they had worked
so hard to learn. The song restarted
and the group continued dancing with
more energy than before.

The dance group Poize is the only
hip-hop dance group at K-State. Its
primary focus is to promote diversity
through dance, and the group reflects
this, involving members of all races.
The group wants to grow and eventual-
ly represent all ethnic groups, said Kya-
na Lee, president of Poize and junior in
speech pathology.

Poize strives to provide an outlet
for students to get involved and feel
welcomed on campus, said Britta-
ny Foster, vice president of Poize and
sophomore in apparel and textile de-
sign.

The group, which started two years
ago, has gained popularity on campus
as they perform at most multicultural
events and receive invitations to per-
form off campus.

Monday, the group performed in
Multicultural Pride Day, a chance for
multicultural high school juniors and
seniors to visit the K-State campus.
During their performance, the group’s

tes diversity on campus

CD skipped, but they continued with
their routine. The crowd apparently ap-
preciated the group’s will to keep going
and they received a large applause.

“The purpose of the group was to
have a group in which students who
love to dance — regardless of race —
can express their talent,” Lee said.

The organization, co-founded by
Lee, was formed to bring people with
an interest in hip-hop dance together.

Poize has 10 members and is seek-
ing to recruit more. Lee said she takes
advantage of every opportunity to pro-
mote the group.

Many of the members have train-
ing in dance and are versatile in many
styles.

“We are really diverse in our
group,” Foster said. “It's not just hip
hop — we fit in modern, ballet and
southern-style dancing into our rou-
tines”

With more recognition and pop-
ularity, the group has received phone
calls from schools like the University of
Kansas and Emporia Stateﬂﬁ?%t_y'
to perform. Because of a lack of funds,
the organization has been fundraising
to get uniforms for the team, Lee said.
This semester, many students and fac-
ulty have seen the group in the K-State
Student Union asking for donations on
numerous occasions.

The profits from donations and
fundraising events will go toward trav-
eling costs to perform at schools who
extend invitations to the group, Foster
said.

~ Poize dance members show off their routine Monday afternoon in the Multicultural Pride Day in the K-State Student Union Ballroom.
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