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well worth pursuing
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Interesting, isn’t it, what some individuals or companies
will do to try to win the votes of state legislators or the general
citizenry?

Two cases in the last week are perfect examples.

Officials of Sunflower Electric Power Corp., the company
that wants to build two coal-fired electrical plants near
Holcomb, said they would give $2.5 million to Kansas State
University if permits for the plants were approved by June 1.

The offer was revealed to members of the Kansas House

Just before a vote on legislation to allow construction of the
l‘-v—' — /

plants.

[t will be interesting to watch the final vote and any cfl‘o?l)
to override an expected veto by Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.
Some consider Sunflower’s offer.almost as a bribe.

The other example is the offer by the Hall Family Founda-
tion to purchase several buildings in Johnson County, one of
which would be used for University of Kansas' cancer re-
search program, if Johnson County residents approve an
eighth-cent sales tax later this year.

The campaign or scheme to get a favorable vote has been
in the works for some time, with the Hall Family Foundation
offer being the latest piece of the strategy.

Time will tell, but regardless, it is interesting to see what
individuals and companies will do to try to get what they or
their leaders want. ‘

This type of vote-getting is likely to happen with greater
frequency in the coming months and years, with the average
voter probably wondering whether his or her single vote is
going to mean much in the face of such powerful, well-
organized and well-orchestrated campaigns.

The Hall family and Hall Family Foundation has been
extremely generous to KU for many years, but this is the first
time foundation officials have used the possible acquisition
ofabuilding as a tool or bait to get voters to approve a tax hike.

KU Chancellor Robert Hemenway is a member of the

foundation board. J
Politics is a funny, sometimes dirty, raw business.
— R
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