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TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) - The board
in charge of Kansas’ higher educa-
tion system wants to make sure the
cost of attending a state university
or college doesn’t increase too much
next year, but it’s not ready to impose
a cap.

The Board of Regents expects
to receive proposals for new tuition
rates from the universities in May
and to vote upon them in June.
On Wednesday, the board discussed
whether it should give university
officials any guidance — or impose
a limit on what they can propose.

The regents voted 7-2 to let uni-
versities, community colleges and
technical schools propose their own
tuition rates. But they also strongly
suggested that the increases sought
be 6 percent or less.

The state’s six public universities
have instituted double-digit percent-
age tuition increases in the last five
years. Since 2002, increases have
ranged from 42.2 percent at Fort
Hays State to 136 percent at the
Uni Y’C,]fSiLy.ﬂ}i_Kﬂn sas.

Presidents of all six of the um-

versities told the regents their tuition

| Kansas regents want to limit tuition increases but set no cap

increases would be less than 6 per-
cent next vear.

Student leaders who spoke at the
meeting said they had been involved
in setting tuition at their schools
and they dont want lower tuition if
it affects the quality of their educa-
tion.

“We don’t want the increases
to be outrageous,” said Courlney
George, student body president at
Fmporia State University. “But we
want our diploma to mean some-
thing. What matters most is how the
money is being spent.”

Regents  Chairwoman  Chyistine
Downey-Schmidt, of lnman, said she
opposes a tuition cap becanse she
wants to maintain the flexibility that
universily presidents have to address
their campuses’ needs.

But regents  Donna  Shank,
of Liberal. and Gary Sherrer. of
Overland Park. who cast the only
no votes. said they favored limiting
tuition increases to D percent.

“I'm just saying: This year, in
this economy, can’t we take a break
and show some restraint?” Shank

asked.

“We don’t want the increases to be outra-
geous. But we want our diploma to mean
something. What matters most is how the
money is being spent.” |

ESU student body president

Courtney George
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