
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP)  

The Senate honors a former 

astronaut who is returning 

to Kansas to teach at the 

Universit of Kansas. 

e is Steve . The 

Sauna native who logged 

more than a month in space 

in space shuttle missions in 

1986, 1990, 1997 and 1999. He 

now oversees planetary and 

space science research for 

NASA. 

University of Kansas 

Chancellor Robert Hemenway 

announced Wednesday 

that Hawley will join the 

faculty of the department of 

physics and astronomy in 

the fall. Hemenway said 

Hawley will promote math 

and science education. 
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Pi 
discusses 

judicial 

selection 
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A Universi of 

prof aw, tephen W Wednesday to a 

group of Leavenworth 

residents about the selection 

of judges to the KazSup ft  
Ware presented the results 

of a paper he had written 

about the selection process. He 

told the audience that Kansas 

uses merit selec 
choose judges, In which a 

nine-member nominating 

commission chooses three 

candidates from which the 

governor picks one to fill an 

empty seat. Ware s paper was 

I see UNIVERSITY on page A14 
I 
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University of Kansas law professor speaks to local residents 

Continued from page Al 

paid for by the conservative 

and libertarian Federalist 

Society for Law arid Public 
Policy Studies. 

Ware said that Kansas is 

the only state in which 

lawyers have a majority of the 

control in the nominating 

commission. Of the nine 

commissioners, five come from 

the Kansas Bar Association, 

with the other four nominated 

by the governor. He said the 

meetings for the nominations 

are also held in secrecy. 

He said that proponents of 

the current system claim 

partisanship is reduced by the 

elimination of politics from 

he selection process. He said 

that nine of the past 11 judges 
have been from the govemor 
wn party Ware said he has 
Fi arguments on both sides 

of the debate, but that he 

thinks the proposed reforms 

would reduce the level of 

partisanship in the process. He 

insisted that his interest in the 

issue was not due to one single 

issue, but the process as a 

whole. He said whetheror not 

the reforms would benefit one 

party remains to be seen. 

ÓIÒm looking at the longterm,Ô 

term,Ô hesaid. ÓIÒmdoingthis 

for my grandchildren,Ô 

Some of the reforms Ware 

is proposing are currently 

being pushed in the House. 

State Rep. Lance Kinzer R14th 

Dist., recently introduced 

a bill into the state House of 

Representatives to change the 
selection process. The new law 
would have the govemor the 

speaker of the House and the 

president of the Senate each 
selecting three members of the 
nominating commission. At 

least one commissioner would 

be a lawyer in all three cases. 

Ware said he would also 

advocate for Senate approval 

ofjudicial nominees. 

Not everyone is in favor for 

the reforms. Former Kansas 

Supreme Court Justice Fred 

Six said the proposed reforms 

are a Ópaper solution chasing 

a non-existing problem.Ô in an 

Associated Press article last 

week. 

Six said that the process 

provides an independent 

process. Kansas currently 

holds judges accountable 

through retention elections, 

Ware said, but that nojudge 

has ever lost a retention 

election. Supreme Court 

justices for Kansas serve sixyear 

year terms, he said. 

Opponents of the reforms 

also say that because of 

KansasÒ traditionally 

Republican-controlled 

legislature, the selection 

process would be highly 

partisan, Ware said. 

Ware said he began to 

research the subject in 

Alabama. When he came to 

Kansas, he said the issue was 

making the front page of 

newspapers. He then decided 

to conduct more in-depth 

research into the issue. His 

results were published by the 

conservative and libertarian 

Federalist Society for Law 

and Public Policy Studies. 

Kansas is one of 22 states to 

use merit selection since the 

process began to be used in 

Missouri in 1940. Other 

methods ofjudicial selection 

include partisan elections, 

confirmation of a governorÒs 

nominee by the Senate and 

nominating commissions with 

little or no bar involvement. 

TIMES PHOTO/TIM LINN 

Stephen Ware, professor of law at the University of 

Kansas, addresses area residents about judicial reform on 

Wednesday at the High Noon Saloon. 
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