
By JOEY YOUNG 

THE INDEPENDENT STAFF 

BURRTON - Burrton High School 

journalists were recognized for their 
writing, editing, and photography skills 
in the Burrton Courier, the school 
newspapei at Wichita State University 
on Thursday, Feb. 21 for a regional 

journalism contest. 
Taking third place at the competition 

was Hillary Janzen for yearbook sports 

writing, Marah Corwin for editing, and 
Danica Wente for feature photography 
Honorable mentions include 

Mackenzie Allen for feature writing, 
Kayla Hill for cutline writing, Amanda 
Meacham for editing, and Mackenzie 
Allen and Amanda Meacham for 

Theme Development and graphic 

design. 

I am very proud of these girls and 

what they have accomplished,  
Journalism Advisor Kelli Zehr said. 

The girls have earned the right to 

compete in the State Journalism contest 

on May 3 at Kansas IJniversity 

which is done through Kansas 

Scholastic Press Association. 

Making it to state for sports is 

always a big deal and gets recognized, 

but to make it in something academic 

is just as important and these girls did 
just that,  Zehr said. 1 am hoping that 
we can have great success at the state 
level in May  1 
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The Kansas Department of 

Social and Rehabilitation Services 

has received a $2,500,000 

grant from the Administration 

for Children and Families to 

provide services to families and 

youth affected by methamphetamine 

or other substance abuse. 

The program has two areas 

of focus. The first will provide 

services to substance-affected 

families with children who have 

been placed in foster care or are 

at risk of out-of-home placement. 

These families will receive 

targeted training on parenting, 

children s living skills and family 

skills. 

Skills training will be provided 

through a model program 

of the National Institute of Drug 

Abuse and the Substance Abuse 

and Mental Health Services Administration 

 the Strengthening 

Families Program. Kansas is 

the first state in the nation to implement 

the program statewide. 

These services will be available 

starting in March. 

The second focus area will 

target youth ages 15 and older 

in foster care or former foster 

children currently receiving inci p living skills. Beginning 

in 2009, a Web-based program 

will be launched to integrate 

substance abuse prevention 

with. life and independent 

living skills. 

We must continue to help 

families impacted by substance 

abuse,  said Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. 

I m proud Kansas is the 

first in the country to implement 

the Strengthening Families Program 

statewide and hope it 

makes a real difference, especially 

for the children.  

Partner agencies involved 

in the Kansas initiative, Kansas 

Serves Substance Affected 

Families include: 

 Universi of sas, 

School of ocial Welfare. 

 Kansas Alliance for Drug 

Endangered Children. 

 KVC Behavioral Healthcare 

care Inc. 

 TFI Family Services Inc. 

 St. Francis Community 
Services. 

 Youthville Inc. 

DCCCAInc. 
 LutraGroup. 
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