
iSarah Hem of Susan Hemme, Perry, is among thos 
receiving a scholarship through the William Allen White School of 

Journa1ism at the University of Kansas. 
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BBQ served up Chabad-style 

The Chabad Jewish Student Center at KUj a congratulations and 

welcome barbecue for graduating seniors from high schools in the 

Kansas City area. The barbecue served as an opportunity for the many 

incoming freshman to learn more about Jewish life in college and the 

many opportunities that exist for further involvement. Pictured are 

Scott Bratt, (from left) Jordan Marks, Sheila Friedman and Gina Cohn. 
For more information on the programs and events at Chabad @ KU, 

visit www.jewishku.com or call (785) 832-8672. 
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Commission to 05K voters ror 

eighth-cent sa tax this fall 

By ERIcK R. SCHMIDT 

eschmidt@theolathenews.com 

Johnson County voters will get a chance 

to have their say Nov. 4 on a proposed 

eighth-cent sales tax that would help fund 

portions of the Johnson County Education 

and Research Triangle. 

The Johnson County Commission voted 

6-1 in favor of putting the tax on the ballot. 

Commissioner John Segale was in favor 

of the tax. 

Like the junior college, this is a sparkplug 

to the community and its economy,  

Segale said. 

Commissioner Doug Wood echoed the 

sentiment of Commissioner Ed Eilert, who 

said the tax and the project supported disease 

research and solidified the relationship 

among Kansas State, the Uui 
of K as and the KU Medical Center. 

I not only support t is motion, but I 

urge voters to opthe ba11ot then 

show.upjn the poiis and pass it,  Wood 

said. 

Commissioner John Toplikar voted 

against the tax, likening it to a no man s 

land for taxpayers  money. 

The name of this reminds me of the Bermuda 

Triangle, where maybe the public s 

money going in will never be seen again, 

although we can expect those who begin 

their projects with the public s money will 

surely be back for more,  Toplikar said. 

Trueeconomic development doesn t need 

a tax to support it.  

If approved, the tax would help fund the 

project, which has been estimated to stimulate 

$1.4 billion in the economy. It would 

take effect in early 2009. 

The project would connect the KU Cancer 

Center with the Edwards Campus and 

the K-State Olathe Innovation Campus, 

which will feature the National Food and 

Animal Health Institute. 
hci 

Olathe News
Olathe,KS
Circ. 4412

From Page:
3

6/7/2008
33555

33555-06-07_3001

County:
Johnson



1If;- 
fUNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 

More than 4,450 students were 

candidates for degrees at the University 

of Kansas this spring  

representing 95 Kansas counties, 

48 other states and the District of 

Columbia and 44 other countries. 

The Class of 2008 numbers 

more than 7,000, including 2,555 

who completed degree work in 

summer and fall 2007. Because 

KU conducts only one formal 

commencement ceremony each 
yeai many ofththe candidates for 

degrees returned May 18 for the 

university s 136th commencement 

procession into Memorial 

Stadium.. 

Bucyrus: Christina June Conrad, 

Bachelor of Science in Chemical 

Engineering; Kristin Gail Driskell, 

Bachelor of Arts in Spanish; Katherine 

Amanda Johnson, Bachelor 

of General Studies in Psychology; 

Candice Elizabeth Rose, 

Doctor of Medicine; TaliaKaelin 

San Roman, Bachelor of Sdence 

in Nursing; Cheryl Renee Scharosch. 

Juris Doctor. 

Louisburg Richelle Dawn 

Beckman, Bachelor of Sdence 

in Health Information Management; 

Jessica Lynn Bergman, 

\ 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science; 

Grant Michael Hash, Juris 

Doctor; Kati Howelis, 

(Bachelor of SocialWork; Molly 

Marie Manger Bachelor of Social 

Work; Dana Michelle Noyes, 

Bachelor of Sdence in Nursing; 

TammyRenee Rita, Bachelorof 

Social Work; Cam Patricia Rob- 

Roberts, 

erts, Bachelor of General Studies 

in Communication; Jessica LSy1- 

vester Bachelorof Social Work; 

Lucas James Thompson, Bachelor 

of Science in Business/Finance. 

Osawatomie: JasonA. Elmquist, 

Bachelor of General Studies in Geography;JohnAaron 

Marshall, 

Bachelor of Arts in EastAsian 

Languages and Cultures; Morgan 

Suzanne Pritchett, Bachelor of 

Arts in Political Science; Elizabeth 

Susan Suso, Doctor of Physical 

Therapy. 

Paola:AIi KhaleelAgha, Bachelor 

of Arts inAnthropology;AndyL. 

Anderson, Doctorof Medicine; 

Sarah L. Byrne, Bachelor of Science 

in Business/Finance; Evan 

James Fowle, Bachelorof Science 

in Molecular Biosciences; Hillary 

Jane Frost, Bachelor of Science 

in Journalism; DarleenYvonne 

Glaspie, Master of Social Work; 

Lindsey Marie Hall, Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing;AmanthJ. 

Hanf, Bachelor of Science in Education; 

Stanley William McClurg, 

Doctor of Medicine; Paul Scott 

Mckenzie, Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics and Bachelor of Arts 

in English; Brook Kaye Rents, 

Bachelor of Science in Chemical 

Engineering; Leighanne Rhodes, 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing; 

Jonelle B. Yannotta, Bachelor of 

Science in Education; Gretchen 

Bernice Wieland, Bachelor of Arts 

in Political Science and Bachelor 

of Science in Journalism. 

Spring Hill: Rachel Lea Ebenstein, 

Master of Arts in SpeechL 

guage Pathology. 
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KUstudents 

complete global 

awareness study 

Three area students were 

among more than 110 who completed 

the GlobalAwareness Program 

at the University ofKansas 

this spring. 

The program recognizes students 

for studying abroad, taking 

courses with an international 

focus, 1earnin foreign languages 

ndbeininvolvcdinjnternational 

co-curricular activities. All undergraduates 

are eligible to participate. 

To receive certification, 

students are required to complete 

two of three requirements. This 

semester 10 students completed 

all three requirements.. 

Those students from this area 

completing the program include 

Katherine Elaine Holloman, 

daughter of Melvin and Penny 

Holloman of Centerville, bachelor 

of arts in political science 

senior, graduate of Prairie View 

High School; Sara Beth Schiagel, 

daughter of Jill Schiagel, presocial 

welfare senior, graduate 

of Spring Hill High School; and 

Sarah Beth McRoberts, daughter 

of Pat and Nancy Mdlloberts, 

pre-journalism junior, graduate 

of Blue Valley High School of 

Stilwell. 
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Under the Dome 
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-H5Plenty Plenty happened on health care this year 

By Sen. Vera ScIimIØt 

To hear some folks tell it, you d think that the 2008 legislature 

did little on health care. I disagree. 

There is no magic-bullet answer to the health care problem  

in our state or our country. In fact, there really isn t even 

agreement on exactly what problem  it is that needs to be 

solved. For some, the problem is the high cost of prescription 

drugs. For others, it s the high cost of health care generally, 

or the absence of sufficient medical professionals in smaller 

communities, or the inability to get insurance, or the number 

of uninsured people who feed to costly emergency room 

care, or the lack of consumer education and healthy lifestyle 

choices, or any one of dozens of others. 

Truth is, all of these things are problems. And all need attention. 

But there isn t going to be one package of legislation, or 

other reforms, that we can vote for and solve them all. 

So care reform has been, and probably will continue 

to be, a proce changes and improvements. 

That s especially true at the state level because so 

much of the existing health-care financing infrastructure - 

programs such as Medicare and c - are established 

by federal law and deal with problems that do not respect 

state lines. 

Against that backdrop, here are the key changes and reforms 

the 2008 legislature enacted: 

 Gave full and fair consideration to the 21 specific recommendations 

for reform put forward by the Kansas Health Policy 

About one third of those i 
 rejected, and still others were referred for further study 

and later consideration. One that was enacted that I find particularly 

good is the expansion of prenatal health care to more 

low-income women. 

 Debated the proposal to establish and then expand a new 

state-level health care entitlement program, called premium 

assistance,  to help pay for insurance for some uninsured 

Kansans. It was a good debate, but ultimately the projected 

cost - estimated at more than $100 million per year - was more 

than a majority of us were willing to conmiit. We rejected this 

proposal as getting too little bang for the buck.  The idea will 

be studied in more detail this summer and fall to see if there is 

a way to improv  it. 

 Instead of creating a new state-level entitlement program, 

we expanded eligibility for the existing federal State Children s 

Health Insurance Progr which helps pr hº 
insurance to low-incoiiiŁ families with children. More than 

8,000 more Kansas kids will be able to et health coverage 

under this approach, but the cost is spread across the nation 

rather than being borne entirely by Kansas taxpayers. That s a 

lot of bang for the buck  for Kansans. 

 Provided incentives for more employers to provide health 

savings accounts to their employees. 

 Strengthened the ability of people who lose their jobs to get 

COBRA coverage while they are between jobs. 
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- Ñivernauiea me state J 01 e A to improve 

the regulation and oversight of the health care profession in 

Kansas. This was prompted by concerns from several specific 

instances, including a high-profile case in Wichita, where the 

boardÒs approach to regulating health care fell short of protecting 

the public. 

Õ Another key focus this year was strengthening the health 

care infrastructure in our state. In our rurql communities, itÒs 

increasingly difficult to get doctors, dentists pharmacists and 

other health care professionals. To that end, we funded expansion 

of the . of Ka School of Phannacy in order 

to train more phannacists, some of whom will serve rural 

communities where their skills are particularly needed. We also 

increased funding for the Wichita Center for Graduate Medical 

Education, which trains many of the rural doctors in Kansas, 

with the same goals in mind. The Senate also approved legislation 

to help train more dentists, but that measure did not win 

approval in the House of Representatives. 

Õ We provided more funds this year to help our low-income 

safety net clinics reach out to help more Kansans. The safety 

net clinics are important medical assets in many of our communities, 

and they provide health care to many Kansans who 

otherwise would not receive it. 

On the whole, I think it was a pretty good year for health 

care reform in Kansas. Some of the ideas proposed but is 
ich as a statewide ban on smoking in public places, no 

doubt will return to the agenda in coming years. And there will 

be new ideas put forward as well. 

ThatÒs as it should be. WeÒll keep listening to folks back 

home, trying to sort through the various problems in our health 

care system, and taking action where we can to try to improve 

the situation. Thanks for all your suggestions and input. Keep 

it coming! 

As always, I appreciate knowing whatÒs on your mind. The 

best way to reach me is through my Topeka office at the State 

Capitol, Room 390-E, Topeka, Kansas 66612 or by phone at 

(785) 296-2497. You also can e-mail me through my Website at 

www.DerekSchmidt.com. 
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