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Students: Your old cell phone could save a life

By JODIE GARCIA
Herald Staff Writer

If a new cell phone was in your
stocking this year, students from the
Universi Ka want to take the
old ones off your hands to help victims
of domestic abuse.

Students at KU’s School of Social
Welfare will collect cell phones and
phone chargers until Jan. 24 for Wom-
en’s Transitional Care Services, which
provides emergency shelter and ser-
vices for domestic violence victims in
the Ottawa and Lawrence areas.

Phones collected will go toward
WTCS’ Dial for Help program. The
phones provide an untraceable emer-
gency phone for survivors, a news re-
lease from the students said.

“Because of the often-unpredict-
able behavior of batterers, these
phones have the potential to serve as
a lifeline in frightening or dangerous
situations.” the release said.

Asrequired by law, the phones will
be capable of dialing 911 even without
a cell phone plan.

Domestic violence survivors who

feel endangered are encouraged to
call WTCS and request a phone. Otta-
wa’s number is (785) 242-6300.

Purple drop boxes will be sta-
tioned at several locations throughout
the Lawrence, Topeka, Ottawa and
Kansas City areas. Some locations in-
clude:

* Ottawa: Country Mart, 2138 S.
Princeton Circle Drive; and 02 Wire-
less, 212 S. Main St.

* Lawrence: Applebees, 2520 S.
lTowa St.; Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Douglas County, 1525 W. Sixth St.,
Suite A; Harper Corner Liquor, 2220
Harper St., Suite C; Miss Fortune’s
Creation Station, 726 Massachusetts
St.; Parkway Commons (apartments),
3601 Clinton Parkway; Riverridge Li-
quor, 454 N. Iowa St., Suite A; The Re-
serve on West 31st (apartments), 2511
W. 31st St.; and The University of Kan-
sas School of Social Welfare, Twente
Hall, 1545 Lilac Lane.

Herald staff writer Jodie Garcia can
be e-mailed at jgarcia@ottawaherald.
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Students at KU’s School
of Social Welfare will col-
lect cell phones and phone
chargers until Jan. 24 for
Women'’s Transitional Care
Services, which provides
emergency shelter and
services for domestic vio-
lence victims in the Ottawa
and Lawrence areas.
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