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Bar has too
much sway

in picking
justices

' By SUSAN THACKER
sthacker @gbtribune.com

The checks and balances for Kansas
government may be off kilter when it
comes to the judicial branch, according to
University of Kansas Professor of Law
Stephen J. Ware. The bar association —
made up of Kansas attorneys — has too
much power in picking the state’s
Supreme Court justices,
and the process is too
secretive, Ware said when
he spoke Friday at the
Highland  Convention
Center in Great Bend.

Kansas is the only state
in the nation that gives the
bar majority control over
the selection of its -
Supreme Court justices, Ware
he said. In Kansas, the
governor appoints one of three finalists
chosen by a nine-member Supreme Court
Nominating Commission. Five of those
commissioners are elected by the bar,
while four are appointed by the governor.

Ware researched the subject last year for
a paper commissioned by the Federalist
Society for Law and Public Policies. His
visit to Great Bend and cities west of here
was sponsored by the Federalist Society
and by the Kansas Chapter of Americans
for Prosperity.

Kansas- could restore more power to its
voters by changing the system that has
been in place since the 1950s, Ware said.
It could do that by reducing the number of
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