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Bioscience authorlty doles out planning grants/

By SARAH KESSINGER

Harris News Service

- TOPEKA — The Kan-

sas Bioscience Authority
announced new planning
grants Wednesday to develop
centers of innovation in med-
1cal research and in market-
able uses for Kansas grains.

.- Nearly $580,000 will aid in
the planning of three new
Kansas Bioscience Centers of
Innovation, which are to be
established to help commer-
¢ialize bioscience research
and help attract and expand -
related industries.

“They will define what it
will take for Kansas to be a
leader in these areas,” said
Authority President Tom
Thornton, during Kansas
Bioscience Day at the Kansas
Statehouse

The grants include: -
|- ®$200,000 for planning the
Kansas Center for Biomateri-
als Innovation and Design .
that includes the Unjiversity
of Kansas, Wichita State
University, Pittsburg State
University, Via Christi Health
systems and more than 20
other private industries and
educational institutions and

public organizations.

= $180,000 to help plan a
Kansas Biosciences Innova-
tion Center in Drug Delivery
at the University of Kansas.
The center would focus on
pharmaceuticals and how to
achieve desired effects. -

m $200,000 to aid in the
development of the Kan-
sas Innovation Center for
Advanced Plant Design,
which focuses on commer-
cial opportunities for wheat,
sorghum, small grains and
native plants and prairie
grasses.

The center would be based

at the Kansas State University
and collaborate with the Kan-
sas ' Wheat Commiss$ién and
research programg at KU.
“We believe this can
develop industrial uses for
wheat, soybeans and other
plants,” Thornton said.
Thornton said the centers
would seek to develop new
business opportunities both
in urban and rural Kansas.
He also said the Bioscience
Authority wants to continue
hearing the public’s ideas at
upcoming stakeholder meet-
ings in Kansas communities.
“We get very, very excited

research, support bioscience
start-ups and expand and
attract existing industries.

" The authority also intro-
duced its first two “eminent
scholars” Wednesday. The
researchers accepted invita-
tions to Kansas to conduct
bioscience studies with poten-
tial to become new enter-
prises in the state.

The new scholars are
Blake Peterson, a professor _ .
of medicinal chemistry who
joined the University of Kan-
sas from Pennsylvania State
University, and Juergen Richt,
who will join Kansas State
University this spring as an
animal health researcher.

Thornton said the scholars
should prove a financial asset
to the state. )

“We believe fundamentally
these scholars will return far
more in funding to Kansas,”
he said.




