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JUDY SOUTHARD

staff writer

Jennifer Schmidt and
Katherine O’Toole thought
they were attending a meet-
ing about a teacher mentor
program when they were
asked to be at the Gardner-
Edgerton school district
office at 2:40 p.m. Jan. 14.

However, when the women
were escorted to a district
conference room after they
arrived, they discovered
they were there for a totally
different reason.

Schmidt, a social stud-
ies teacher at Gardner-
Edgerton High School, and
O’Toole, who teaches first
grade at Sunflower Elemen-
tary School in Gardner, have
been selected as recipients of
the 2007 Horizon Award for
first-year teachers.

The award, sponsored by
the Kansas Department
of Education, recognizes
exemplary first-year teachers
who perform in a way that
distinguishes them as out-
standing. They are among
only 32 teachers from across
Kansas who will receive the
award this year.

Schmidt and O’Toole
learned about their awards
during a three-way speak-
erphone conversation with
Kansas Commissioner of
Education Alexa Posny, who
said, “It is absolutely a great
honor because you are being
honored for your exemplary
teaching.”

Bill Gilhaus, Gardner-
Edgerton school super-
intendent added, “You are

ference in February.

Teachers honored for work in first year

Humanity and the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

O’Toole graduated from
Kansas State University with
a bachelor’s degree in ele-
mentary education. During
her college years, she was a
member of the Kappa Delta
Pi education honorary, the
Kansas National Educa-
tion Association Student
Program and the Ameri-
can Ethnic Studies Student
Association. She also served
as a volunteer with the Boys
and Girls Club of Manhat-
tan.

Gilhaus said, “The Hori-
zon program allows us to
honor two of our deserving
new educators each year and
Katherine and Jennifer are
in good company. We have
numerous new professional

teachers in the dxstnct whose-

potential‘we recogmze and

seek to nurture.”

Previous Horizon Award
winners from Gardner-
Edgerton include Jim Brock-
way, former third-grade
teacher at Gardner-Elemen-
tary School and current
member of the district’s pro-
fessional development staff;
Amber Nichols, Project Plus
teacher at Sunflower Ele-
mentary School; and Amy
Hill, fourth-grade teacher
at Edgerton Elementary
School.

Schmidt and O’Toole will
receive their awards an
have an opportunity to mee
their fellow honorees at th.
Kansas Exemplary Educa-
tors Network’s annuil coh®




