
T honored for work in first year 

JUDY SOUTHARD 
staff writer 

Jennifer Schmidt and 

Katherine O Toole thought 

they were attending a meeting 

about a teacher mentor 

program when they were 

asked to be at the GardnerEdgerton 

school district 

office at 2:40 p.m. Jan. 14. 

However, when the women 
were escorted to a district 

conference room after they 

arrived, they discovered 
they were there for a totally 

different reason. 

Schmidt, a social studies 

teacher at GardnerEdgerton 

High School, and 

O Toole, who teaches first 

grade at Sunflower Elementary 

School in Gardner, have 

been selected as recipients of 

the 2007 Horizon Award for 

first-year teachers. 

The award, sponsored by 

the Kansas Department 
of Education, recognizes 

exemplary first-year teachers 

who perform in a way that 

distinguishes them as outstanding. 

They are among 
only 32 teachers from across 

Kansas who will receive the 

award this year. 

Schmidt and O Toole 
learned about their awards 

during a three-way speakerphone 

conversation with 

Kansas Commissioner of 

Education Alexa Posny, who 

said, It is absolutely a great 

honor because you are being 

honored for your exemplary 

teaching.  

Bill Gilhaus, GardnerEdgerton 

school superintendent 

added, You are 

more than deserving, and 

it s a very rare occurrence 

when you have two teachers 

selected for the Horizon 

Award.  

After hearing the news 

that she had been chosen as 

an award recipient, Schmidt 

said, I feel very honored 
and ..happy that the district 

even chose to nominate me, 

let alone (having) the state 

of Kansas choose me.  

Sh,e added that people are 

often amazed when firstyear 

year Gardner-Edgerton 
teachers tell them about 

everything school district 

staff members do to help 

them become successful 

educators. 

I think the award itself is 

pretty neat because of how 
it represents new teachers 

and all the work that goesj 

into teaching your first 

year,  O Toole said. I think 

it s great for Gardner to 

have t teadiers represent 

our school district because 

of the support it gives new 

teachers.  

Schmidt received her bachelor s 

degree in middle and 

secondary education from 

the Universit of Kansa 
She was a student teac er 

and intern at Logan Junior 

High School inTopeka and 

at Lawrence High School 

While she attended KU, 

Sciunkit was awarded  
eraI scholarships and was a 

member of the Delta Gamma 

sorority She also has 

volunteered with organizations 

&uch as the Kids Vote 

Campaign Relay for Life, 

Adopt-A-School, Habitat for 

Humanity and the Amencan 

Red Cross. 

O Toole graduated from 

Kansas State University with 

a bachelor s degree in elementary 

education. During 

her college years, she was a 

member of the Kappa Delta 

Pi education honorary, the 

Kansas N Education 

Association Student 

Program and the American 

Ethnic Studies Student 

Association. She also served 

as a volunteer with the Boys 

and Girls Club of Manhattan. 

Gilhaus said, The Horizon 

program allows us to 

honor two of our deserving 

new educators each year and 

Katherine and Jennifer are 

in good company. We have 

nitmerous new professional. 

teachers in the district whosS 
potential iv º recognize and 

seek to nurtitre.  

Previous Horizon Award 
winners from GardnerEdgerton 

include Jim Brockway, 

former third-grade 
teacher at Gardner-Elementary 

School and current 

member of the district s professional 

development staff; 

Amber Nichols, Project Plus 

teacher at Sunflower Elemºntary 

School; and Amy 
Hill, fourth-grade teacher 

at Edgerton Elementary 
School. 

Schmidt and O Toole will 

receive their awards and, 

have an opportunity to meet 
their fellow honorees at th 

Kansas Exemplary Educators 

Network s annu coh 
ference in February 
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