
KUAlumni Award 
Jeff Kennedy has received the 

Mildred Clodfelter Alumni Award 

from the University of Kansas Alumni 

Association. Kennedy, managing partner 

of Martin Pringle Attorneys at 

La honored for hjs volunteer efforts 

for the KU Alumni Association. He 

is currently president of the Wichita 

Chapter. The award is named for 

Clodfelter, a devoted Association staff 

member. 
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Brothers, Sisters stand in for namesakes 

KRISTI HENDERSON 
KHENDERSON@LJWORW.COM 

A newspaper article two years 

ago motivated Todd Rogers to 

become a Big Brother. 

At that time, 167 children in 

Douglas County needed a Big 

Brother or Big Sister. 

I didn t realize the need was 

as great as the story described,  

Rogers said. 

The number of unmatched 
children isn t as high this year, 

but there is still a great need. 

About 100 children are waiting 

for matches through Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of Douglas County. 

Rogers, an assistant dean at 

ansas University s law school, 

had een involved in helping 

children before he became a Big 

Brother. He had enjoyed coaching 

youth sports, but with the seaSons 

lasting only a few months, 

he said there wasn tmuch chance 

to form long-term bonds. 

What was always missing 

from that was the continuity and 

I felt like I wanted to make a 

more lasting impact,  Rogers 

4- 

See MENTORS, Page 6 

P\j 

JOHN HENRY!STAFF 

FRED, 9, left, and Todd Rogers pet a fellow runner s Beagle, Dewey, on Dec. 13, before the Jingle Bell 

Run/Walk fundraiser for Ballard Community Center and the Boys & Girls Club behind KizerCummings 

Jewelers, 833 Mass. St. Frederick and Rogers have been paired up through Big Brothers 

Big Sisters for two weeks. The fundraiser was the third time they had spent time together. 
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Mentors spend at least 2 hours a week with each child 

FROM PAGE 4 

said. 

Rogers and his Little Brother, 

Fred, are both sports fans, which 

has become evident in their 

activities together. One recent 

activity was the Jingle Bell 

Run/Walk fundraiser for Ballard 

Community Center and Big 

Brothers Big Sisters on Dec. 13 

downtown. They both put lights 

on over their running clothes and 

donned Santa hats for the event. 

Having a Big Brother runs in 

FredÒs family. His older brother 

and younger brother are both 

matched with couples. The Journal-World 

agreed to withhold the 

last names of children and their 

families in the program. 

Fred, 9, said he likes having a 

Big Brother because he it allows 

him to have time to himself. 

ÓI just get to have some time 

with one of my friends and away 

from my family ... not that I donÒt 

like my family,Ô Fred said. 

He said he also enjoys having 

a Big Brother because he has fun 

with Rogers. 

ÓWeÒve gone to his house and 

we play games and we threw 

snowballs,Ô Fred said. 

One of those activities was an 

electronic football game that 

Ñj 

Rogers has had since he was 

FredÒs age. Both are football 

fans. 

ÓBecause weÒre pretty likeminded, 

minded, that was the thing he 

gravitated to at my house,Ô 

Rogers said. ÓSo, I had to school 

him on that a little bit. Show him 

how itÒs done.Ô 

Rogers and Fred have recently 

been matched, but both have 

been involved with the organization 

before. Fred was matched 

with his previous Big Brother for 

three years. 

This is also RogersÒ second 

time around. His last match 

ended sadly. His Little Brother, 

Nolan, died about a year ago in a 

fire at 1205 N.J. that killed three 

other children and their grandfa 

grandfaAfter taking some time to 

recover from that tragedy, 

Rogers became a Big Brother 

again. He said heÒs enjoying the 

experience and learning from it, 

too. 

ÓI think I have a real appreciation 

for some of the issues or 

challenges that young kids 

have,Ô Rogers said. 

Rogers participates in the 

organizationÒs communitybased 

program, which requires 

mentors to spend at least two 

hours a week with a child for a 

full calendar year. 

But if you canÒt give up that 

much time, there is another way 

to get involved. Bigs in School 

allows mentors to meet with cliiidren 

at school for about a half 

hour during lunch or after school. 

That commitment lasts through 

the school year. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Douglas County hosts weekly 

orientation sessions for those 

interested in mentoring. The 

half-hour sessions are scheduled 

Tuesdays at 5:15 p.m. and 

Wednesdays at noon. More 

information is available at the 

organizationÒs Web site, 

www.mentoringmagic.org. 
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