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olléges create program

to benefit working adults

KATRINA SEGERS

STAFF WRITER

Nontraditional students now
have a traditional way to earn a
degree.

The University of Kansas
Edwards Campus and Johnson
County - Community College
have partnered to create
Start2Finish.

“We're targeting working
adults who'either have some col-
lege or zero college experience
and they would be able to start
with us and complete an associ-
ate’s degree and move on to the
Edwards campus and complete a
bachelor’s degree in one of the
programs,” JCCC Admissions
Director Pete Belk said.

KU Edwards Campus Vice
Chancellor Bob Clark said the
program is “a reflection of the
strong relationship” the campus
has with JCCC and discussion of
a program to help offer a seam-
less transition from an associ-
ate’s program to a bachelor’s
program began some years ago.

“When someone starts with
JCCC they can see the light
through the end of the tunnel with
a bachelor’s degree at the KU
Edwards Campus,” Clark said.
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It's creatéd ‘a vision
for public higher
education that

wouldn't have
existed before.

"

Students in the program will
experience individual attention,
Belk said.

“We will make sure we are
communicating to students
exactly what courses they
need,” Belk said. “They will be
able to meet in any semester
with people from the Edwards
Campus for that added reassur-
ance along the way that they
are getting closer to. a bache-
lor’s degree.”

Belk said JCCC encourages

33

students to earn the general edu-
cation associate of arts degree.

“The associate of arts degree
works with the programs they
have at Edwards and allows stu-
dents not to have to retake
courses along the way,” Belk
said. '

Clark said for some students
the degree is a “reflection of
hope that their life is going to
improve” because they have cho-
sen “to better their lives with
higher education.”

“It’s created a vision for pub-
lic higher education that would-
n't have existed before,” Clark
said. “It's a vision of what can
happen with higher education in
Johnson County.”

Clark said the program
impacts the community, econo-
my and individuals because it
helps people improve their busi-
ness prospects.

Clark said students can earn
degrees in literature, language
and writing, molecular bio-
sciences, developmental psy-
chology and public administra-
tion.

“There are many other pro-
grams that are in demand and we
are hoping to add more,” Clark
said.
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