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LAWRENCE - The state 

official who blocked two 
coal-fired power plants in 

southwest Kansas last year 
says he 

was taken 
aback by 

at least 

some of 

the responses 

to 

his decision. 

I was BREMBY 

not surprised by the reaction, 

due to the importance 
of the issue, but I have been 
surprised by the negative responses 

directed toward me 

personally by people I respect,  

the state s top environmental 

regulator Rod 
Bremby, wrote in an e-mail 

to the Lawrence Journal- JournalWorld. 

World. 

Bremby, who was the assistant 

city manager of 

Lawrence during the flood 

of 1993, answered a series of 

questions by e-mail but dec1ir 

ed to speak to the newspaper 

for its story Sunday. 
In OctobeE Bremby denied 

a $3.6 bfflion plan from 
Sunflower Electric Power 
Corp. to build two coal-fired 

plants outside Holcomb. 
Bremby, Kansas  secretary 
of health and environment, 
cited the plants  potential 
emissions of carbon dioxide, 

seen by many scientists 

as a major contributor to 

global warming. 
While environmentalists 

hailed the decision, supporters 

of the plan, including 
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many legislators, said the Sunflower 

project is vita], to economic 
development. Some contend 

Bremby was caving to pressure 
from special interest groups and 
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius  office. 

I do think in the coal-fire decision, 

the decision he made was 

probably outside of his authority  

said Senate President Steve 

Morris, R-Hugoton. 
But John Nalbandian, former 

Lawrence mayor and chairman 
of the Univet of sas public 

administration department, 
said Bremby has a mind of his 

own. 
IthinkRodisconvincedthis is 

the right thing to do,  Nalbandian 
said.  once he is convinced 
this is the right thing to do, he has 

a strong mind.  

Although he disagrees with the 

Sunflower decision, Morris said 

he thinks that Bremby has done a 

good job overall as secretary Still, 

Morris said, he wants to look at 

how long it takes for the Department 

of Health and Environment 
to process permits. 

Since the Sunflower decision, 

Bremby, who is an introvert, has 

shied away from the media and 

any discussion of coal-fired 

plants. He even videotaped the initial 

announcement and didn t 

hold a news conference. 
Bremby, who was named secretary 

of health and environment 
after Seheliustook office inJanuary 

JO3, previously had worked 
in city government and as a professor 

and researcher at the l.Jvers 

ansas. 
Former Lawrence City Manager 

Mike Wildgen, who considers 
Bremby one of his best hires during 

his 16-year tenure, said that 

when Bremby faced angry 

crowds, he wasn t flustered. 

I always felt I could send him 

out to just about any overwhelmed 

citizen or group that 

had concerns or issues and he 

could deal with them unemotionally, 

matter of fact, give them 
straight answers,  Wildgen said. 

Some people point to the 1993 

flood as a defming moment for 

Bremby 
He said it taught him the importance 

of communicating frequently, 

honestly and directly 

during a crisis. 

Bremby eventually became a 

management analyst for the city 

Lawrence City Manager Dave 
Corliss credits Bremby with settingup 

a public safety plan that is 

still being used. The plan spelled 

out staffing levels and facility upgrades. 

After working at City Hall 

Bremby went to the Uni jy of 

where he was assistant 

director of the Work Group for 

community Health and Development. 

In his three years at the university 

Bremby worked on initiatives 

to match children with caring 
adults and bring young people 

and health programs to neighborhoods 

in Kansas City 

Bremby, who went to high 

school in Leavenworth and graduated 

from the University of 

Kansas in 1982, was born in the 

small town of Eufaula, Ala He became 

one of the first black students 

to integrate into the city s 

public school system and counts 

Willie Mays among his role models. 

Personally experiencing segregation 

in public accommodations 

and the process of 

integration helped me develop a 

resilience that has proven more 

valuable the older I get,  Bremby 
wrote to the Journal-Worl4 

These experiences, taken togethei 

helped shape my view of what 

is possible in a civil society 
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