
CÆilsen Center director receives awar 

. The Kansas City region is 

unusually blessed with several 

itiajor arts presenters, including 
the Harrinian-Jewell Series of 

William Jewell College, the 

riends of Chamber MusicKansas 

City and the Lied Center 
cif the University of Kansas. 

A fourt 
ar1sen Center of Johnson 

County 

n 
Community 
College, 

recently garnered 

national 
attention when 

 its artistic 

director, 

Charles 

Rogers, 
9onsId the 

- - Excellence hi r Ihe Performing Arts 

ni the Noilh American  Arts Managers and 

ents. The organization preTh 

ed the award to Rogers on 

ari. 14 at a conference at the 

New York Hilton Hotel. 

I was totally shocked,  
Rogers said. To me it s very 

rati1ying to have my colleagues 

recognize the amount and quality 

of work we do here.  

The NAPAMA Award is given 

each year to a distinguished 
presenter in recognition of the 

wardee s dedication to the 

uture of presenting the perforniing 

arts, professionalism, 

lespect for colleagues and high 

ethical standards. The award 

includes a citation for excellence, 

and the recipient s organzation 

receives $1,000 toward 

its endowment for presenting. 

NAPAMA board member 
Kerby Lovallo said, Charles  

steady hand as an administrator, 

his discerning ears and eyes 

as a programmer his advenWrous 

spirit as a commissioner of 

dance and other work, may just 

be unmatched in the Midwest.  

NAPAMA member MarieCatherine 

LaPointe, president 

of Boulev Art artist management, 

said, Charles Rogers is 

living proof that risk-taking and 
quality are still values that are 

worth believing in and working 
for. His discretion, knowledge, 
hard work and sense of respect 

for all people in the business 

are famous.  

Rogers, who began his posittheCafls 

achievements there. 

I m proudest of the collaborative 

things we ve done, working 

with artists in support of 

developing a new work,  he 

said. Sometimes we ve opened 

up some extra time for rehearsal 

of a new work. Their creative 

tears is here with our students 
and community members. We 

all learn so much.  
In particular, the Carlsen 

Center has commissioned or cocommissioned 

dance arid musical 

works by leading choreographers 

and composers. In a 

rather remarkable six-week 

period from September through 

early November of 2007, three 

newly commissioned works 

received Mid-America premieres: 

music by composers 
Jennifer Higdon and Roberto 

Sierra and a dance work by 

Paul Taylor. 

Paul Taylor Dance Company 
has served as a jewel in the 

Carlsen Center s crown. The 

company, one of the best in the 

world, has appeared a number 
of times in Yardley Hall, and the 

Carlsen Center has commissioned 

several new works, 

drawing significant attention 

from the arts world. 
Besides the Taylor company, 

the Doug Varone Dancers have 
appeared several times at the 

Carlsen Center and have also 

received a commission. Varone 
is another shining light in the 

dance world. In addition to his 

own company, Varone choreo 

choreographs Broadway musicals and 

operatic productions for many 

of the leading opera companies 
in the world, including the 

Metropolitan Opera. 

In addition to sparkling performances 

and commissions of 

significant new works, the 

Carisen Center has developed 
an impressive arts education 

program led by Angel Mercier. 

Thousands of students from 
beginning to advanced levels 

have taken part in classes, lecture-demonstrations, 

and 
hands-on training with some of 

the leading artists in the nation 

and in the world. 

The Creativity to 

Innovation  initiative is visionaly. 

The program takes the creative 

skills employed in artistic 

endeavor and applies them to 

classroom work and professional 

training. 

Rogers smiled when discussing 

the initiative. 

Once faculty members work 

with an artist, they re hooked,  

he said. 

Over my entire career I ve 

valued the enduring relationships 

with artists, managers and 

colleagues,  Rogers said, 

reflecting on his career. 

For details about Carlsen 

Center programs, call 469-4445. 
For information about community 

arts education, call Mercier 

at 469-8500, ext. 4221. 

Charles Rogers 
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