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Gettlng red marks for green efforts

Some unlversities aren’t
ranked very high in
terms of steps toward
Earth-friendly policles.

By KAREN DILLON
The Kansas City Star

Paper towels made from re-
cycled materials have become
part of the battle against global
warming, and that’s what you'll
find if you visit a restroom at
Park University.

“This is really significant be-
cause we are saving trees, wa-
ter and energy,” said David Fox,
a geology teacher who is head-
ing up the university’s climate
protection campaign.

Park University believes that
it's leading Kansas City-area
colleges in its quest to help
protect the earth.

Meanwhile, the region’s
largest universities — the Uni-
versity of Kansas, the Umver-
sity of Missouri system and
Kansas State University — re-
ceived only average to low
marks on the national 2008
College Sustainability Report
Card. The report looks at col-
leges and universities with: the
200 largest endowment funds
Ln the United States and Cana-

a.

But on the KU campus, a
whirlwind of change has oc-
curred since the survey was
done last spring, said Lynn
Bretz, KU communications di-
rector.

“The (report card) is a wor-
thy exercise,” Bretz said. “But if
they were on our campus to-
day, there is a lot of activity go-
ing on.”

University of Missouri and
K-State officials involved with
sustainability did not return
phone calls.

Park University’s campaign

kicked off last year when
school President Beverley By-
ers-Pevitts and 300 other uni-
versity presidents signed the
American College & Univer-

sity Presidents Chmate Com-
mitment to reduce global
warming. The heads of KU, the
University of Missouri system
and K-State did not sign.

Park University’s campaign
calls for the school to become
carbon neutral.

“We are tentatively looking
at 2020,” said Rita Weighill, a
university spokeswoman.

To reach that goal, the uni-
versity has begun an inventory
of its greenhouse gas emis-
sions and has drafted a plan
that requires the school to fin-
ish the inventory within a year.
Within two years, an action
plan will designate how to in-
clude climate protection goals
in the curriculum.

The university also has be-
gun to implement simple ac-
tions that will reduce green-
house emissions, such as re-
placing paper towels with,
those made from recycled ma-
terials.

Such activities:

#Implementing a green
building construction policy !
that follows high national stan-
dards.

I Implementing a policy that
requires purchasing only ap-
pliances that are Energy Star
certified.

B Adopting at least three re-
cycling measures to reduce
waste.

The College Sustainability
Report Card, which is de-
signed to identify the leading
green colleges with the largest
endowments, was released re-
cently.
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