
effing red marks for green efforts 

Some universities aren t 

ranked very high in 

terms of steps toward 
Earth-frlendiy poiicies. 

By KAREN DILLON 
The Kansas City Star 

Paper towels made from recycled 

materials have become 
part of the battle against global 

warming, and that s what you ll 

find if you visit a restroom at 

Park University 
This is really significant because 

we are saving trees, water 

and energ) said David Fox, 

a geology teacher who is heading 

up the university s climate 
protection campaign. 

Park University believes that 

it s leading Kansas City-area 
colleges in its quest to help 

protect the earth. 

Meanwhile, the region s 

largest universities  the Unive of Kansas, the UnisityThl Missouri 

system and 

Kansas State University  received 

only average to low 
marks on the national 2008 

College Sustainabiity Report 

Card. The report looks at colleges 

and universities with the 

200 largest endowment ftmds 

in the United States and Canada. 

But on the KU campus, a 

whirlwind of change has occurred 

since the survey was 

done last spring, said Lynn 

Bretz, KU communications director. 

The (report card) is a worthy 

exercise,  Bretz said. But if 

they were on our canipus today, 

there is a lot of activity going 

on.  

University of Missouri and 
K-State officials involved with 

sustainabiity did not return 

phone calls. 

Park University s campaign 

kicked off last year when 
school President Beverley Byers-Pevitts 

and 300 other university 

presidents signed the 

American College & Univer 

University Presidents Climate Commitment 

to reduce global 

warming. The heads of KU, the 

University of Missouri system 

and K-State did not sign. 

Park University s campaign 
calls for the school to become 
carbon neutral. 

We are tentatively looking 

at 2020,  said Rita Weighill, a 

university spokeswoman. 
To reach that goal, the university 

has begun an inventory 

of its greenhouse gas emissions 

and has drafted a plan 

that requires the school to fmish 

the inventory within a yeat 

Within two years, an action 

plan will designate how to indude 

climate protection goals 

in the curriculum. 

The university also has begun 

to implement simple actions 

that will reduce greenhouse 

emissions, such as replacing 

paper towels with, 

those made from recycled materials. 

Such activities: 

I Implementing a green 

building construction policy 

that follows high national standards. 

I Implementing a policy that 

requires purchasing only appliances 

that are Energy Star 

certified. 

I Adopting at least three recycling 

measures to reduce 
waste. 

The College Sustainabiity 

Report Card, which is designed 

to identify the leading 

green colleges with the largest 

endowments, was released recently. 

The University of Missouri 

and its campuses received a C, 

KU received a C-, and K-State 

received a D+. 

The report said: 

I The University of Missouri 

system has no known sustainabiity 

policies. However, the 

Columbia campus has a number 

of active student groups 

and each of the campuses is 

beginning to implement en- 

energy-savirig 

ergy-savirig actions. The Kansas 

City campus plans to replace 

about 46,000 low-efficiency 

lamps. 

In April, Kansas City students 

rejected a proposal to 

raise student fees to build an 

environmentally friendly student 

union. But administrators 

have promised they would encourage 

student leaders to put 

the referendum to another 

vote. 

I At KU, Bretz said the college 

has begun a new effort by 

establishing a Center for Sustainability 

At the center, faculty 

and students are creating a 

network of activities to mitigate 

the college s environmental 

impact. 

Bretz said that since the survey 

was done, the school has 

adopted a higher green-building 

standard, purchased 28 

new environmentally clean 

buses and implemented a parkand-ride 

and-ride system with free passes 

for faculty and staff. 

Faculty also are contributing 

to teaching sustainability and 

teaching. 
Bretz said the KU chancellor 

did not sign the American College 

& University Presidents 

Climate Commitment to reduce 

global warming because 

he believes there are other 

ways the university will make 
significant contributions to 

sustainability 
KU did play a major part recently 

in the nation s largestever 

ever teach-in,  which focused 

on global warming. More than 

1,500 universities took part, including 

Park University 

I K-State has not committed 
to reducing its emissions, and 

has not explored renewable 

energy options, according to 

the report. But all new construction 

must meet energyconservation 

conservation guidelines. 

To reach Karen Dillon, call 

816-234-4430 or send e-mail to 

kdillon@kcstar.com. 
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