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Army secretary,

Education program
aimed at improving
life for wounded

By JOHN MILBURN

The Associated Press

FORT LEAVENWORTH
— Army officials on Wednes-
day unveiled a new education
program aimed at enhancing
the lives of soldiers disabled
by combat injuries.

Army Secretary Pete
Geren introduced eight cur-
rent and former soldiers who
will enroll in graduate pro-
grams at the University of
Kansas in the fall.

The soldiers then owe the
Army three years of service
— either on active duty or
as civilian employees — for
every year they spend in
school. To qualify, the sol-
diers'must be at least 30
percent disabled by their war
wounds. ,

. Geren said public support
for wounded veterans has
grown since disclosures last
year of substandard care at
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center.

“You had some soldiers
that had not received the
care that they needed. When
that became known to the
Army, it was a like an elec- .
tric shock to the system,”
Geren said. “The Army has
stepped up. Soldiers do take
care of soldiers. And when
the soldiers learned that
some people had dropped the
ball and not taken care of
soldiers, the whole system
responded.

“We’re trying to pay a debt
to the soldiers who have
given so much to this coun-

try. ”

First Lt. Jason Gladney, a
retired armor officer, joined .
the Army after the Sept. i1
terrorist attacks and was
wounded in Iraq in March
2006.

He earned his bachelor’s
degree from the University
of Southern Mississippi and
started a master’s degree
program years ago. He’s now
living in California and will
attend the University of Kan-
sas to finish his education.

Gladney said whether stu-
dents can stay in uniform
or have to be civilians, it is
rewarding to know that they
can continue to serve and “be
part of the team.”

“I think it’s an incredible
opportunity,” Gladney said.

University of Kansas
Chancellor Robert Hem-
enway said he approached
Geren and Defense Secretary
Robert Gates, the former
president of Texas A&M
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