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FORT LEAVENWORTH 
 Army, officia1 on Wednesday 

unveiled a new education 
program aimed at enhancing 
the lives of soldiers disabled 

by combat injuries. 
Army Secretary Pete 

Geren introduced eight current 

and former soldiers who 
will enroll in graduate programs 

at the University of 

Kansas in the fall. 

The soldiers then owe the 

Army three years of service 

 either on active duty or 

as civilian employees  for 

every year they spend in 

school. To qualify, the so!diers 

must be at least 30 

percent disabled by their war 
wounds. 

Geren said public support 
for wounded veterans has 
grown since disclosures last 

year of substandard care at 

Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. 

You had some soldiers 
that had not received the 

care that they needed. When 
that became known to the 

Army, it was a like an elec-. 

tric shock to the system,  

Geren said. The Army has 
stepped up. Soldiers do take 

care of soldiers. And when 
the soldiers learned that 

some people had dropped the 

ball and not taken care of 

soldiers, the whole system 
responded. 

We re trying to pay a debt 
to the soldiers who have 
given so much to this coun 

country  

First LA. Jason Giadney, a 

retired armor officer, joined 
the Army after the Sept. 11 

terrorist attacks and was 

wounded in Iraq in March 
2006. 

He earned his bachelor s 

degree from the University 
of Southern Mississippi and 
started a master s degree 

program years ago. He s now 
living in California and will 

attend the University of Kansas 

to finish his educatipn. 
Gladney said whether students 

can stay in uniform 
or have to be civilians, it is 

rewarding to know that they 

can continue to serve and be 

part of the team.  
I think it s an incredible 

opportunity Gladney said. 

University of Kansas 
Chancellor Robert Hemenway 

said he approached 
Geren and Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, the former 
president of Texas A&M 
University, whom Hemenway 
knew because both schools 
are in the Big 12 conference. 

The welcome mat is out at 

KU,  Hemenway said. The 
Army, the nation will benefit.  

Geren and university leaders 

detailed the program 
during an assembly at Fort 

Leavenworth s Command and 

General Staff College, about 

50 miles from the University 
of Kansas campus  in Lawrence. 

The soldiers will qualify 

for in-state tuition at the University 

of Kansas, currently 

about $2,165 a semester, not 

counting books or campus 
fees. 

Funding won t be a problem. 

This is a commitment 
the Army will make,  Geren 

said. 

Hemenway said other 

universities have inquired 
about the program, which 

the Army hopes to expand 
throughout the Country. 

After they complete the 

Army-paid education, the 

soldiers and civilians will 

go to work as instructors or 

other military employees, 
a requirement for being - 

selected in the program. The 

first graduates are expected 
to join the Command and 
General Staff College staff. 

Ronald James, assistant 
Army secretary for manpower 

and Reserve affairs, 

said the additional training 

would dive soldiers an 
opportunity to give back tO 

the military while raising 

the intellectual level of the 

Army. 
This is not a gift,  James 

said. We are in an era where 
we are short of critical 
skills.  

Staff Sgt. Thomas Davis 

has been cleared to stay in 

the Army. He has been in for 

five years and wants to retire 
after 20. 

Davis was wounded by an 

improvised explosive device 
in June 2006, and is now a 

basic training instructor at 

Fort Benning, Ga. 

I didn t know how long 

that was going to last. This is 

great to come out and go iii a 

different direction and still 

serve in the Army the best 
way that I can,  he said. 

Davis will seek an information 

technology management 
degree next fall. 

I d like to go somewhere 
that s warm and there isn t 

snow,  he said. 
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