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Unified Government Ethics Com-
missioner Mike Bixler has resigned,
and Gilbert Castro has been appointed
as his replacement. Dr. H. George
Fredrickson has resigned his post of
the ethics administrator, and Ruth
Benien has been named as the new
administrator.

'The new ethics commissioner
is appointed by an Ad Hoc Ethics
Commission Appointment Panel,
consisting of Phil Sieve, chief judge
of the Wyandotte County District
Court; Jerome Gorman, district at-
torney of Wyandotte County; and
Tom Standish, legislative. auditor of
Wyandotte County. ' ‘

Gilbert Castro was- formerly a
member of the El Centro Board for
28 years, having served as both chair-

man and treasurer on two different

occasions during his tenure. He has
also served as a United Way Board

member. o

The Ethics Commission consists
of five members, the other four.are

Rhonda Smiley, J. Anthony Snorgrass,

John Zawacki and Mary Ann Slattery.

Dr. H. George Frederickson, served as

ethics administrator for the Unified

—

New ethics commissioner, administrator named

Government for 10 years.

Ruth Marie Benien has a juris doc-
torate degree from the University of
Kansas School of Law and a B.S.]J. from
the University of Kansas with a major
in Journalism and a minor in Person-
nel Administration. She has practiced
law in Wyandotte County for the last

25 years and served as president of the
Wyandotte County Bar Association,

the Association of Woman Lawyers of
Greater Kansas City and the Kansas
Trial Lawyers Association. During the
course of her practice she has served
as a member of and conducted inves-
tigations for the local and state bar
association ethics and grievance panels
applying the Code of Professional Re-
sponsibility to the actions and conduct -
of lawyers. She has served as mediator
and participant in numerous media-
tions and has experience developing
and presenting employee training is-
sues as evidenced by extensive seminar
presentations. She is a graduate of the
Wyandotte County Leadership 2000
program and has servéd on or worked
with numerous civic and community
panelsand groups. -~ . ... "
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ed double-digit percentage
tuition increases in the
last five years. Since 2002,
increases have ranged
from 42.2 percent at Fort
Hays State to 136 percent
at the University 01
Kansas. ~—




