
Ne commissioner, administrator named 

Unified Government Ethics Commissioner 

Mike Bixier has resigned, 

and Gilbert Castro has been appointed 

as his replacement. Dr. H. George 

Fredrickson has resigned his post of 

the ethics administrator, and Ruth 

Benien has been named as the new 

administrator. 

The new ethics commissioner 

is appointed by an Ad Hoc Ethics 

Commission Appointment Panel, 

consisting of Phil Sieve, chief judge 

of the, Wyandotte county District 

Court; Jerome Gorman, district attorney 

of Wya County; and 

Tom Standish, legislative, auditor of 

Wyandotte County 

Gilbert Castro w s a 

member of the El Centro Board for 

28 years, having served as both chair- 

chairman 

man and treasurer on two different 

occasions during his tenure. He has 

also served as a United Way Board 

member. 

The Ethics Commission consists 

of five members, the fGur 
Rhonda Smiley, J. Anthony Snorgrass, 

John Zawacki and Mary Ann Slattery. 

Dr. H. George Frederickson, served as 

ethics administrator for the Unified 

Government for 10 years. 

Ruth Marie Benien has a juris doctorate 

degree from the University of 

Kansas School of Law and a B.S.J. from 

the University of Kans3s with a major 

in Journalism alild a minor in Personnel 

Administration. She has practiced 

law in Wyandotte County for the last 

25 years and served as president of the 

Wyandotte County Bar Association, 

the Association of Woman Lawyers of 

Greater Kansas City and the Kansas 

Trial Lawyers Association. During the 

course of her practice she has served 

as a member of and conducted investigations 

for the local and state bar 

association ethics and grievance panels 

applying the Code of Professional Responsibility 

to the actions and conduct 

of lawyers. She has served as mediator 

and participant in numerous mediations 

and has experience developing 

and presenting employee training issues 

as evidenced by extensive seminar 

presentations. She is a graduate of the 

Wyandotte County Leadership 2000 

program and has served on or worked 

with numerous civic and community 

panels and groups 
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1ia legents want to 

Jæ tuftion incieases 

butsetnocap/ 
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP)  

The board in charge of 

Kansas  higher education 
system wants to make 
sure the cost of attending I 

a state university or college 

doesn t increase too 

much next year, but its 

not ready to Impose a cap. 

The Board of Regents 
expects to receive proposals 

for new tuition rates 
from the universities in 

May and to vote uponj 
I them in June. Onl 

Wednesday, the board discussed 

whether it should 

give university officials any 

guidance  or impose a 

limit on what they ca 
propose. 

The regents voted 7-2 to 

let universities, communi 

community colleges and technical 
schools propose their own 
tuition rates. But they also 

strongly suggested that 

the increases sought be 6 

percent or less. 

The states six public 
universities have institut 

instituted double-digit percentage] 

tuition Increases in the 
last five years. Since 2002, 

increases have ranged 
from 42.2 percent at Fort 

H State to 136 perc 
at the University 
Kansas. 
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