
at age &__ 
University of Kansas 

students want beer 

sold at Union again 

LAWRENCE (AP)  
Students at the University 

of Kansas are pushing a 

proposal to reinstate sales 

of beer at a campus bowling 

alley and eatery for 

the first time in nearly .a 

decade. 

University union directors 

recently approved the 

student-led proposal. 

But prospects for the 

4eturn of beer sales at the 

aybowl and Hawks Nest 

J uncertain. 

I 

Three years ago, a simlilar 

proposal was rejected 

.1 by then-Provost David 

Shullenburger. A spokeswoman 

for current 

Provost Richard Lariviere 

said he hadn t seen the 

proposal and declined to 

comment. 

Sales of beer stopped in 

1998 following the death 

of a student in a traffic 

accident. Both she and the 

driver were intoxicated. 

Beer is sold at the student 

union at Kansas 

State University in the 

bowling and billiards 

areas. 
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i6 t long look at tuition rates 

Large increases at 

state universities 

may put caps in play 

By CHRIS GREEN 
Harris News Service 

TOPEKA  The state 

Board of Regents could decide 
Wednesday whether to start 

placing limits on the tuition 
Increases facing students and 
their families. 

The nine-member board is 

scheduled to discuss setting 
new guidelines for the state s 

six public, four-year universities 

during this month s meeting, 

scheduled to begin at 1:30 

p.m. in the Curtis State Office 

Building in Topeka. 
Several members said 

recently that they re not sure 
yet where the talks will lead. 

Board member Jill Dock 
ing, Wichita, who joined the l last year, said she 
hasn t decided whether to support 

a cap on tuition for next 
year or into the future. She 
said board members must first 

consider how such a move 
would affect students, their 

families and the institutions 

they re attending. 
I think it s going to be 

about trying to balance what 
is fair and affordable for students 

a their parents and 
what is prudent for maintaining 

the excellence of our universities,  

Docking said. 

Chairwoman Christine 
Downey-Schmidt, Inman 
said it would be important 
for board members to hear 
from university leaders 

before making any significant 
changes. 

It would be very premature 
for us tO simply slap on a cap 
without hearing what their ad 

t,owueya a rormer 
Democrat state senator from 
Inman who Joined the board 

in 2005. 

residents and officials for 

state universities are expected 
to comment. Fort Has State 

University Presl Edward 
Hammond said now is the 

right time for board members 
to have an in-depth discussion 

on tuition. 

Universities undertake a 

fairly extensive, monthslong 

process to determine they re 
proposed rates by May, he 

said. At Fort Hays State, that 

Includes soliciting student 

comment, Hammond said. 

If there s guidance or 

direction that the Board of 

Regents has, now s the time 
to come up with those directions,  

Hammond said. 0therwise, 

erwise, the train s going to be 

well down the track.  
In years past, board members 

have set university 
tuition and fees charges each 
June. However, the board has 
typicÆUy just signed off on the 

suggested rates each school 
proposed a month earlier. 

Last month, though, several 

board members called 
for a discusaloil of whether 

the board should change its 

approach to setting tuition 

rates, including placing limits 
on tuition increases. 

The move comes after a 

recent overhaul in the board s 

composition. Five new members 

joined the board In July. 

Several members, particularly 

the new regents, 
expressed concern that the 

costs of attending state 

universities were rising too 

steeply and rapidly. 

Since 2OO in-state tuition 

ana tees nave more than 

doubled at the University of 

Kansas and Kansas State University. 

Increases at the state s 

other schools have averaged at 

least 8 percent a year: 

At the same time, student 
debt loads among borrowers 
ranged from 5 percent to 21 

percent higher for 2006 graduates 

than their 2004 counterparts. 

Such steep increases 
prompted another new Regent, 

board member Gary Sherrer, 
Overland Park, to suggest the 

idea of the tuition cap. 

Sherrer said in introducing 
the concept) he s thinking of 

 limiting tuition hikes next 
year to the rate of inflation 

in higher education, which 
could be around 3.5 percent to 

4 percent. 
I m just thinking of bringing 

it closer in line to inflationary 

costs, closer in line 

to what people s inconies are 

doing,  Sherrer said. 

However, the prospect of a 

cap could be of concern for 

universities, which have seen 
the percentage of their budgets 

supported by the state 

decline in recent years. 
Hammond said a cap would 

be a concern for his school, 

since officials have worked to 

hold down tuition in receiit 

years. 
There s only so much that 

each institution can really; 
raise tuition before you begin 
to deny access,  Hammond 
said. 

Unlike same schools that 

have had larger increases, 
Hammond said Fort Hays 
State still has what he calls 

elasti ity  in its rates, meaning 

it could still raise charges 
some more without pricing 
out students. 
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