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KS Organizations and Experts Allied Against Pro-Coal Bills

Topeka, KS. - As testimony from
proponents of H.B. 2711 and S.B.
515 got underway in the House
and Senate Utilities committees,
organizations from across Kansas
came together to support a clean,
profitable and secure energy
economy and the recent Kansas

Department of Healthi™ and
Environment denial of air quality
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Corporation’s proposed Holcom

expansion. Johannes Feddema,
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rofessor and contributing author
to the Nobel Prize-winning
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, Philip Hanson
from the American Lung
Association, Craig Volland of the
Sierra Club, Margaret Thomas of
the Kansas Natural Resources
Council, Jerry Rees of the
Sustainable Sanctuary Coalition
of Greater Kansas City, Pete
Ferrell, Kansas cattle rancher and
wind farmer, and Chris Cardinal,
of the Great Plains Alliance for
Clean Energy, held a joint press
conference on the south steps of
the Capitol today to discuss vari-
ous aspects of the pending legis-
lation.

Allied members focused their
discussion on the short-falls of
the legislation and pointed out
that H.B. 2711 and S.B. 515 do
not reflect the views of a vast
majority of Kansans. A recent
poll commissioned by the
Climate and Energy Project of
The Land Institute showed that
Kansans support the KDHE’s
decision to deny air quality per-
mits for two proposed 700MW
coal-fired power plants by a ratio
of 2:1.

Most participants also expressed
concern that legislative introduc-

environmental issue of our age.
Because it is happening more rap-
idly than projected even a year
ago, some have suggested that is
accelerating  scenario  goes
beyond “our age,” that it is bibli-
cal in scope, magnitude, and con-
sequences - affecting the entire
arc of human history.”

Speaking directly about the cur-
rent legislation, Chris Cardinal
said, “This legislation costs a lot
and provides very little, it is not a
compromise, it does not provide
comprehensive energy policy for
the state of Kansas. Kansans
deserve leaders who can resist
political gamesmanship favoring
the coal industry at our expense.”
Sierra Club representative Craig
Volland said, “The real question,
and the white elephant in the
room nobody is talking about, is
why Sunflower is still trying to
build coal plants at all. Some 31
coal plant proposals in the US
were abandoned in 2007 due to
soaring construction costs and the
impending regulation of carbon
by the US Congress. Those citi-
zens of Kansas who oppose the
Holcomb project are not standing




