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Votés ‘coming on co

al-fired plant

Kansas Senate panel backs measure to reverse denial of
utllity’s plans to enlarge Its electric-generating facility.

BY JIM SULLINGER aha DAVIU KLEFPEK
The Star’s Topeka correspondents

TOPEKA | Kansas lawmakers ap-
pear headed toward a simple
yes-no vote on a Kansas coal plant.

A Senate committee on Monday
endorsed legislation to allow Sun-
flower Electric Power Corp. fo ex-
pand its Holcomb, Kan,, plant. But
the panel dropped other provisions
— including restrictions on carbon

€miss1ons.

Those provisions had been
touted as a compromise between
Sunflower supporters and critics
concerned about climate change.
It’s likely the full Senate could take
up the legislation soon.

Republican Sen. Jay Emler of
Lindsborg, the committee’s chair-
man, said the debate was about
fairness. Sunflower’s proposal met

state and federal rules but was re-
jected anyway because it would
put out carbon — an emission
linked to global climate change but

not regulated by the government.

“We still believe that the Legisla-
ture and the executive branch es-
tablish what the laws are, and that
bureaucrats do not interpret those
at their own whim,” he said.

As it stands now, the bill would
eliminate the discretionary author-
ity used by the state’s top regulator
last year to reject the expansion.

Then Sunflower could reapply for
a permit to add two 700-megawatt
generators to its plant.

A House committee is set to vote
today on a similar bill.

internet phones

People who get phone service
through the Internet may see a 4.65
percent boost in their monthly tel-
ephone bills by spring or early
summer.
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By a 109-12 vote, the Kansas
House on Monday approved
SB 49, requiring customers of
“voice over Internet protocol,”
or VOIP, to pay into the Kansas
Universal Service Fund.

Regular telephone and cell
phone customers already pay
the fee, which varies with the
size of the phone bill.

The average “per line”
charge on a Sprint phone bill is
$1.21 per month. The AT&T
charge is $1.30.

The fund subsidizes phone
service to rural areas that
couldn’t afford it on their own.

lion would go toward produc-

ing more nursing, allied health,

business and engineering grad-

uates to address shortages in

those areas around the state.
And $1 million would cover

operating, recruitment and

training costs for KU’s UKan-

Teach program. It recruits and

prepares people for careers as

secondary mathematics and

science teachers.

The Star’s Mara Rose Williams

contributed to this report.
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