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Kt CLINTON SUPPORTER PREDICTS |
OAaMA WiLL WiN Kansas CAucus

By JOHN HANNA
The Associated Press

TOPEKA — The co-chair-
man of Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton’s presidential campaign
in Kansas predicted Monday
that she wouldn't win its
Democratic caucuses
because of the resources
put into the state by rival
candidate Barack Obama.

Dan Lykins, a Topeka
attorney and state Democ-
ratic Party treasurer, made
his comments after Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius cam-
paigned for Obama at gath-
erings on three college cam-
puses. Sebelius endorsed
Obama last week and
appeared in a television ad
in the Wichita market.

Kansas Democrats plan to
caucus today at 50 sites. At
stake will be 32 of the
state’s 41 delegates to the
Democratic National Con-
vention this summer in Den-

ver.

“This is truly, tomorrow
night, going to be a David-
and-Goliath event, and Sen.
Clinton is the David,” he
said. “We know that we are
going to be dramatically
outnumbered on people —
there’s no doubt about it.”

Obama’s campaign in
Kansas wouldn’t offer any
predictions, saying only that
theyre working on getting
as many supporters as pos-
sible to the caucuses. They
also acknowledged his cam-
paign put more resources
into trying to capture
Kansas delegates.

“All those things are indi-
cations of Obama’s commit-
ment to a 50-state strategy
and to reaching out to vot-
ers in red states as well as
blue states,” said Dan
Watkins, a Lawrence attor-
ney who is Obama’s senior
Kansas adviser. “Even
Kansas’ 1 percent counts,

just like Idaho’s 1 percent
counts and North Dakota’s
half-percent counts.”
Caucus sites open at 6
p.m. and participants will
have an hour to get into line
to have their eligibility
checked. Party officials are
expecting large crowds but
acknowledged that winter
weather could hurt turnout.
About 1,300 people par-
ticipated in caucuses in
2004, but they weren't held
until mid-March, when the
Democratic race had been
decided. Chairman Larry
Gates said the party expects
at least 10,000 people to
participate this year.
“Assuming that the
weather is as good as we
can expect in February, I
think we’ll have a huge
turnout,” Gates said. “Both
campaigns are very, very
active.”
Please see CAUCUS, Page 8A
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