
 TALES 
BY REED HOFFMAN 

In 1872, the Equal Rights party nominated 

Victoria Woodhull, 33, Ohio, for 

President. Her parents were impecunious, 

her mother a spiritualist. She had 

an also alluring sister, Tennessee Claflin. 

Aging financer Cornelius Vanderbuilt, 
their sugar daddy, made them the first 

female stockbrokers on Wall St. Victoria 

was the first woman to address a congressional 

committee. The sisters promoted 

progressive causes in their own 
newspaper. Committed to social and 

sexual equality she admitted believing 

in free love,  demonstrated her critics 

double standards by naming Rev. Henry 

Ward Beecher as an adulterer, was 

arrested for sending the obscene  
newspaper through the mail. She spent 

election day in jail. Her votes went 

uncounted. Susan B. Anthony managed 
to vote (Republican) and was fined for 

her impertinence. Victoria emigrated to 

England, married a banker, ended her 

days as a lady of the manor. 

Walter Hoffman was a charter member 

of the Gamma Omicron chapter of 

Kappa Sigma social fraternity J 
1912, pledged his brothers John and 

Arthur. Walt Jr., Ted McDonald, and this 

writer joined a generation later. Bill 

McDonald and Bud Hoffman joined Phi 

Gamma Delta. Third generation Kevin 
McKeeman pledged Sigma Nu at K- 

State, his sons Trevor and Brent pledged 

scholarly Beta Theta Pi there. The 

Kappa Sigs have had their ups and 

downs, were briefly on probation for 

rule violations regarding drinking and 

hazing. Now on March 8, they will 

honor their national 2007 Man of the 

Year, Alan Mulally, initiated in 1964, presently 

CEO of Ford Motor Co., former 

Man of the Year Bob Eaton, 1959, then 

CEO of Chrysler Motor Co., and Bob 
Dole, 1942, candidate for President in 

1996, in the Ballroom of the KU Unions 
Dress for the event is black tie optional, 

cost per person $100 including dinner 
and wine. We lack a black tie. 

With Pastor Harry Cross down with a 

cold, Jim Fleagle, on short notice, 

preached to 45 Methodists moved to 

their warmer basement by 18 degree 

temperature, the choir singing Marilyn 

Whittle s favorite hymn, The Little 

Brown Church in the Vale. 

The TIMES OF LONDON says the 

world is impressed and envious of our 

exciting election campaign. The Democrat 

debates have been great spectator 

sport, will haunt them in November if 

Hillary is their nominee...Jim Hague on 

that cold Saturday skipped a half marathon 

in Topeka...ln Disney World, 

Orlando, Will Sprouse s soccer team 

were World Champions...Pastor Ray 

Cook once played strings in a dance 
band...Ronald Williams, Manhattan, 

called Laverna Ernst and this writer for 

information on the role of the United 

Bretheren church in the early years of 

the college here, circa 1888...City officials 

are talking of wind power on the 

hill.. .only 6 of the last 45 days have been 

suitable for old men to jog outside. 
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