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Sebelitis cails for renewable energy mandates

Governor looks
to expand green
energy in Kansas
By SARAH KESSINGER

Harris News Service

TOPEKA — The governor
now says her voluntary stan-
dards for renewable power in
Kansas aren’t enough — they
should be law.

At a press briefing in her
office Friday, Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius said she'd like to see
legislators codify goals for
power companies to invest 10
percent in green energy by 2010
and 20 percent by 2020.

Her statement comes as 27
states have mandated renew-
able standards, and the federal

government is discussing doing
so as well ‘

Kansas utilities tradition-
ally have opposed such man-
dates. Instead, Sebelius and
executives of the state’s power
companies agreed last year to
voluntary goals.

Since then, utilities have said
they expect to meet them and
have continued to announce
new wind energy investments.

A Kansas City Power & Light
spokesman said the company
didn’t believe a mandate was
necessary.

“Kansas City Power & Light

is already pursuing, subject
to regulatory approval, our
commitment to the governor’s
voluntary wind energy goal,”
said Mike Deggendorf, vice
president of public affairs.

The company noted the gov-
ernor didn'’t clarify at Friday’s
press conference whether the
state should have a mandatory
or voluntary standard in law.

~ Still, Kansas remains at
about 4 percent wind power,
with the remainder of its elec-
tricity generated mostly from
coal as well as some natural gas
and nuclear energy.

Legislators who drafted a
bill to facilitate construction of
two new coal-fired plants this
week added some green energy
provisions as well, but didn’t
g0 as far as adding a renewable
mandate.

Rep. Annie Kuether, D-
Topeka, and Sen. Janis Lee, D-
Kensington, who helped author
the bill, were questioned about
the issue during a Democratic

solar and other forms of power.
Holland, a panelist on green
energy at public forums that
drew crowds last week at Baker
—

Universijty and the University
of_I_(_@sas, said he'd “love hav-
inga renewable portfolio stan-
dard.” -

“I think that’s a very long-
term energy strategy our state
and country needs to have
going forward,” Holland said.

Constituents appear to be




