
In the recent 2008 College Sustainabiity 

Report Card, a mere 

3 percent out of 200 schools received 

an  for their efforts in 

environmental responsibiity 
However, a silver lining remains 

within this bleak statistic. 

An astounding 68 percent of 

schools have improved their 

overall grades from last yeai 

proving that universities (albeit 

slowly but surely) are making 
important changes. 

The Star published the grades 

received by area campuses. The 

University of Missouri and its 

campuses received a C, the University 

of Kansas received a C-, 

and Kansas State received a D+ 
(Karen Dillon, Getting red marks 

for green efforts,  Feb. 19 ). 

The Sustainabiity Report Card 

shows that our campuses have a 

lot of ground to cover when it 

comes to institutional change. 

After all, tremendous changes 
require significant time and funds 

in order to make progress. But the 

study failed to include an influential 

and active component of 

campus sustainability efforts. 

The measure of student envi 
environmental activism 

on campus is 

a healthy indicator 

of a university s 

commitment 

to sustainability 

It is the 

students who 
will one day 

Hamm provide the 

support leading 
to institutional change by the 

administration. 

K-State has seen a dramatic influx 

in individuals and student groups 
interested in sustainabiity on 

campus. Some organizations, 

including Students for Environmental 

Action and Emerging 
Green Builders, have been fighting 

for sustainabiity and the 

environment for years. However, 
this schpol yeai the number of 

students who are joining longstanding 

efforts is truly astounding. 

The Student Governing Association 

passed a resolution in support 

of sustainabiit and two 

pairings of student body president 

and vice presidential candidates 

included sustainabiity as a 

platform issue this yeax Con- 

Concerned 

cerned students rallied together 

to form a comprehensive Student 
Sustainabiity Coalition which 
will serve to represent student 
interests in creating policy. 

The Greek community; with more 
than 3,000 members, has created 
a Greeks Going Green campaign 
as one of only 10 universities 
nationwide selected for a national 

Climate Crews grant. Student 
support resulted in city-university 
funds being earmarked for a 

rec center. And the Manhattan 

community is heavily involved 

too; the Suns Go 

Green program targets local 

schools, businesses, houses, and 

residence halls. Even this year s 

St. Patrick s Day had a Go Green  

theme. 

The latest Sustainability Report 
Card does not truly reflect what is 

going on at our area schools. 
K-State, KU, and the University of 

MissourTh active students 
fighting for these causes. Rest 

assured, the future is in good 

hands. 

Molly Hamm isa junior at Kansas 

State University and founder of 

Greeks Going Green. She lives in 

Shawnee. 
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