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Students needs build,

so colleges must build

A desire for more gadgets and
more space has led to a boom
in residence hall construction.

By MARA ROSE WILLIAMS
The Kansas City Star

The average freshman moving into a
dorm in coming weeks is packing 17
gadgets that need outlets.

That demand — as well as students’
growing reluctance to share a bedroom,
much less a bathroom — is helping fuel
the biggest residence hall construction
and renovation boom in nearly 50 years.

The pool of college-ready students is
expected to shrink by 2010 because of
demographic trends, so universities are
vying to attract every student they can
with more space, more privacy and
more outlets.

“You are seeing student residence

‘hall construction and renovatlon‘takmg

place almost everywhere,” said Norbert
Dunkel, president-elect of the Associ-
ation of College and University|Hous-
ing Officers-International.

In June, College Planning & Manage—
ment magazine reported 85 new resi-
dence hall building projects under way
nationwide. The median cost for a resi-
dence hall completed last year was $20.1
million, up 20 percent from 2005, the
magazine reported. Those higher costs
are passed on to students in rent, which
jumps 3 to 6 percent every year, Dunkel
said.

Housing officials say students e de-
manding more because most residence
halls are nearly 50 years old and don’t
have wireless capabilities.
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Today’s students want a pri-
vate or semi-private carpeted
room with a bathroom and
enough electrical outlets for a
profusion of electronics.

Even recently built dorms
with outlets every six feet “isn’t
enough anymore,” Dunkel
said. Twenty years ago, fresh-
men moved into double-occu-
pancy dorm rooms with a ster-
eo, an alarm clock, a coffee pot,
a blow dryer and maybe a
mini-fridge.

“There has been a quantum
shift in expectations for resi-
dence halls on the part of par-
ents and students,” said Bob
Simmons, assistant vice chan-
cellor for facilities at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas
City. “Seventy-five percent of
incoming freshmen have never
shared a bedroom, and 50 per-
cent have never shared a bath-
room. If they suddenly had to
share a bathroom with 100 peo-
ple, they would freak out.”

UMKC is building new stu-
dent apartments slated to open
in fall 2008. Another residence
hall is planned for 2009.

Housing, campus officials
say, is a huge factor in how a
student chooses a school.

“Once a student has decided

what we've got — take it or
leave it.’ Now we are just trying
to keep up with the curve.”

Missouri Western opened a
new residence hall two years
ago and renovated a smaller
one last year.

The University of Missouri-
Columbia has a 15-year plan to
replace or renovate every resi-
dence hall by 2018. MU has
opened a new or renovated res-
idence hall every year for the
past three years. Two reno-
vated halls open this fall, and
new midcampus housing is un-
der construction.




