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" Little stars

Topeka youths part of film about Indians

lish and was forbidden to
speak his native language.

He couldn’t worship his
native religion and was
assigned a new religion.

He was shipped far from
his home to discourage
him from fleeing the school
and returning home.

In the scene shot on
a recent morning, some
students were learning
the alphabet, but Charlie,
15, a Kickapoo Indian, the
movie’s main character,
doesn'’t recite the letters
and instead stares ata -
book. Of the 20 students in
the classroom, most were
Kickapoo and some were
Potawatomi.

The classroom at Stach
School on the west grounds
of the Kansas State Histor-
ical Society doubles for the
Haskell Industrial Institute
in Lawrence.

About Charlle

Winterfox Frank, Red-
ding, Calif,, portrays Charlie.

Charlie flees the school
to return to his family at
their reservation home,
Willmott said, and Sam
Franklin, a Cherokee
bounty hunter, pursues
him. Actor Wes Studi, a
real-life Cherokee, portrays
Franklin.

Movie viewers will rec-
ognize Studi from his roles
as the Toughest Pawnee
in “Dances with Wolves”
and as Magua in “The Last
of the Mohicans.” Studi
also plays Joe Leaphorn

in the PBS productions of
three of Tony Hillerman’s
Navajo novels. Studi’s
niece, Delanna Studi, plays
Charlie’s mother in “The
Only Good Indian.”

Between takes of the
alphabet recitation, a
crewman told the 20 child
actors, “If you look at the
camers, it'll burn a hole in
your eyeball.”

Frank grinned, but the
other students were silent.

“Just kidding,” the crew-
man said. .

Tom Carmody, screen-
writer of “The Only Good
Indian,” said resistance by
the Kickapoos to shedding
their customs and adopt-
ing white customs is the
movie’s theme.

Carmody, also a film
producer, said the filmmak-
ers are working closely
with the Kickapoo tribe in
Horton.

“We're just thrilled
they’re allowing us to use
their tribal language and
customs in the film,” Car-
mody said. In one scene,
Frank and 10-year-old
Richard McKinney, who
Carmody calls a “natural”
actor, speak in Kickapoo.

Willmott is writer and
director of “C.S.A.: Confed-
erate States of America,”

a 2005 satire of what the
United States would be like
had the South won the Civil
War. Willmott also is writer,
director and producer of
“Bunker Hill,” another film
shot in Kansas.




