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S@pOMING CATTLE DRIVE T0 COMMEMORATE NOVEL'S ANNIVERSARY

OreANIZER Hopes Tris YEAR'S DRIVE WLt Not REPEAT ‘LosT" CATTLE DRIVE OF LAST YEAR

The Associated Press

LAWRENCE — It's not
quite the trek Robert Day
envisioned for his novel,
“The Last Cattle Drive.”

But given the way last
year’s practice run went,
that's probably a good
thing.

“We lost all the cattle and
ran into a milo field,” Day
said “It became 'The Lost
Cattle Drive’ rather than
‘The Last Cattle Drive.”

Day’s 1977 novel chroni-
cles a modern-day drive
from northwest Kansas to
Kansas City, Kan. To com-
memorate the 30th
anniversary of the book’s
release, Day and a friend,
0. Newton King, will re-

owner from Lawrence, has
spent three years planning
and organizing the drive,
set for Sept. 4-5 at the

Dickinson Ranch in
Gorham, near Hays in Ellis
County.

“His idea is almost as
crazy as the idea of the
book,” Day said. “It will
sort of be a real chapter of
the book — a condensed
version.”

The drive also will raise

money for 4-H clubs in Ellis
and Russell counties, with
50 riders each day paying
$300 each to go along.

“l wanted to leave some-
thing more permanent than
cow pies,” King said.

Day, who teaches at

enact a part of the fictional Please see CATTLE, Page 4A
drive.
King, a retired pharmacy L -
CA'ITLE book because it appeals kll
their imaginations.,
"W h a rich his
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34 e have such a rich bWy

Washington College in Chester-
town, Md., was born in the
Kansas City suburb of
Shawnee. He graduated from
the University_of Kansas and
taught there and at Fort Hays
State University. -
He worked on the Ward Sulli-
van Ranch northwest of
Gorham and drew on his own
experiences there to create the
humorous novel’'s main charac-
ter, Spangler Star Turkle.
‘Kansas Chancellor Robert
Hemenway, who has taught the
novel in an hoenors. seminar,
said students can relate to the

in Kansas.” he said. "1 thinkts
fun for students o Imagine
themselves as residents in the
20th  century and  imagine
experiences of their Iul'l.':fa-
thers.” :

Besides the novel's hurnu.it;:
Hemenway sald, Day “evokes
s0 many questions that stus
dents can ask, such as "What
happened Lo the West?”: "'Whal
happened o the cowboy?”; ant
Have we lost some of the valk
ues we associaled with stal-
warl settlers”

Information from Lawrence
Jovrnal-Warfd. =
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