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On tuition costs (55

Are tuition premiums placed on
some areas of study at Kansas Univer-
sity and other U.S. colleges pushing
low-income students into majors with
less career potential?

KU began charging “differential
tuition” (now referred to on the KU Web
site as “course fees”) in the early 1990s.

The fees were justified as away to
insure students in certain majors have
the up-to-date equipment and top-
notch faculty necessary to succeed in
their careers.

However, the tie between higher
course fees and majors that lead to
higher paying jobs is undeniable.

Too many students already are being
left behind because of the rising costs of
higher education.

There’s nothing wrong with being a
history major, but it doesn’t serve the
state of Kansas and its economic future
to push people into liberal arts majors

rather than encouraging those who
are interested to pursue professional

degrees.
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Lacking foundation

The column by Nicholas Shump (“Di
ference between addiction, discipleship,’
Aug. 12) is filled with errors indicating he
had never read my book. He says he had
“read of and about” it and even “I haven’t
had the opportunity to read Minor’s book
entirely” as if he had read any of it at all.
In fact, the book, “When Religion is an
Addiction,” wasn’t available to him, and
when he repeats a single quotation from
it, he misquotes the introduction exactly
the way an earlier article in the Lawrence
newspaper misquoted it.

Ifhe had really read it, he wouldn't
have put the phrase “religious funda-
mentalism” in quotation marks as if I
actually use the phrase anywhere in the
book. I don’t. Ifhe had read it, he would
have been able to answer his question:
“What does Minor think of individuals
like Martin Luther King, Jr.?” I discuss
King by name in Chapter 7. He would
have known that I don’t make a “neces-
sary connection” between what he calls
religious fundamentalism and right-wing
politics because he would have seen my
references to people who don’t in Chap-
ter 6. And he probably wouldn’t have
come to the conclusion that what I call
addiction he calls “discipleship.”

Iam embarrassed that I have to write
this. The Capital-Journal is a better paper
than one that has columnists who write
about books they have never even seen.

ROBERT N. MINOR, professor of religious
studies, The University of Kansas,
Kansas City, Mo.
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