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The cost of college

Are tuition premiums placed on some areas of
study at Kansas University and other U.S. colleges
pushing low-income students into majors with less
career potential?

According to comments by KU Provost Richard
Lariviere in a recent New York Times article, the
answer to that question appears to be “yes.” ...

KU began charging “differential tuition” (now
referred to on the KU Web site as “course fees”) in
the early 1990s.

The fees were justified as a way to insure stu-
dents in certain majors have the up-to-date equip-
ment and top-notch faculty necessary to succeed
in their careers.

However, the tie between higher course fees and
majors that lead to higher paying jobs is undeni-
able. ...

It’s worth noting that even this year’s entering
freshmen, who will pay the much-touted four-year
“guaranteed” tuition, must pay course fees. ...

The evidence that low-income students are
avoiding majors with additional course fees may be
anecdotal, but it is nonetheless disturbing. ...

Acquiring a well-paying job may be one goal of a
university education, but universities shouldn’t be
in the business of placing a relative dollar value on
various fields of study.

It's also unsettling for university officials to point
to scholarship programs that are funded by the
additional fees. That amounts to having students
who pay full tuition and fees actually subsidizing
the education of some of their classmates. ...

Too many students already are being left behind
because of the rising costs of higher education.

There’s nothing wrong with being a history
major, but it doesn't serve the state of Kansas and
its economic future to push people into liberal arts
majors rather than encouraging those who, are
interested to pursue professional degrees,

If even anecdotal evidence that course fees are
having that effect doesn’t worry KU officials, it S
.should. — Lawrence Journal-World
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