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" Univérsity: Deficiencies led to release of student records

TOPEKA (AP) — A breach of about
600 students’ privacy occurred at
the University of Kansas last month
because its math department didn’t
follow standard policies for destroying
discarded documents, officials have
concluded.

But the university said Friday it had
corrected the problems and had noti- .
fied students and staff whose personal
information was included in the docu-
ments.

The problems in handling docu-
ments became known when someone
mailed documents anonymously to
three newspapers. The packets came
with letters saying the papers had
come from either the department or the

—

university’s recycling center.

It was the second report of such a
privacy breach in two months.

The records included what appeared
to be graded exams, job applications,
change-of-grade forms, class rosters,
seating charts and copies of health in-
surance cards and immigration forms,
according to editors at the newspapers.
Many contained Social Security or
other identifying information, and a
few contained credit card numbers, the
university said.

“As best as we can tell, there were
a variety of things that happened,”
said spokesman Jack Martin. “It just
appeared to be a situation where the
policies were not followed with regards

to destroying documents.”

The university requires documents
with personal information to be stored
so that only authorized employees have
access to them or shredded when the
papers are no longer needed.

The university said it placed 14
secure bins for collecting material to
be destroyed around the math depart-
ment’s offices and that the department
has hired a shredding company.

The university also said it has given
math department staff information on
standard document destruction poli-
cies. ‘

“Small, seemingly insignificant
things can lead to serious breaches of
security,” Jane Rosenthal, the universi-

ty’s privacy officer, said in a statement.
“Ensuring the privacy of data is some-
thing that has to take place every day,
and it has to involve every member of
the university community.”

In July, The University Daily Kan-
san, the campus newspaper, reported
that documents were left in vacant
offices in Wescoe Hall, which was being
renovated. The documents included
graded exams, student essays and
schedule-changing forms.

And last month, two weeks before
the latest security breach became
known, the university announced a
new program to improve the protection
of private information.
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