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ESU receives lowest amount of state
funds for deferred maintenance

BY MAGGIE' RASMUSSEN
AND

KeviN NARDI

In a report made in 2004, the
Board of Regents found Kansas’ six
state universities in desperate need
of repair. According to the Board,
the repairs would cost $584 million.
Only two years later, in a 2006 re-
port, that total had climbed to $727
million.

Three years after the original
report, the Kansas state legislature
has committed to fixing some of the
major problems plaguing its univer-
sities’ buildings.

According to the Board of Re-
gents, buildings at state universi-
ties comprise two thirds of all state-
owned buildings in Kansas. New
funding will address a significant
portion of the huge “maintenance
backlog”—the hundreds of minor
and major repairs necessary across
the six state schools. But how did it
ever get this bad in the first place?

“The main contributor to the
backlog is that these are state-owned
buildings, but the funding stream al-
located by the state to maintain those
buildings just wasn’t big enough,”
said Kip Peterson, the director of
government relations and communi-
cations at the Kansas Board of Re-
gents.

That “funding stream” is a prop-
erty tax called the Educational Build-
ing Fund that was set at a tenth of a
percent of property value in 1955.
“It hasn’t been adjusted in over 50
years,” Peterson said.

Since then, the six universities
have grown in size, and construction
costs have risen significantly. The
roughly $15 million provided from
the educational building fund each
year is only a small fraction of the
$84 million necessary, as estimated
by the Board. Without the necessary
money for maintenance, the state’s
schools continue to slide into disre-
pair. The official term is “deferred
maintenance,” but according to the

comes from interest earned on stu-
dent tuition payments.

“What the legislation said was,
“You’re going to spend that money on
deferred maintenance,” said Peter-
son. “In reality it was something that
the board and the universities were
already committed to do.”

The legislation also provides up
to $123 million in tax credits for pri-
vate donations to the schools’ main-
tenance needs.

“It’s too early to speculate on if
all the tax credits will be used,” said
Peterson, “There’s a thought that the
bigger universities will probably be
able to ‘tap out’ their tax credits, but
there’s more of a question mark next
to Emporia and Pitt State.”

The tax credits will be available
to private donors who contribute to
ESU’s maintenance cost. In return,
their taxable income is decreased by

half of the amount they donate.

“The tax credits don’t take effect
until January, the start of a new tax
year. So, a year from now, we'll be
able to look back and see how much
interest there is,” Peterson said.

Before tax credit donations, Em-




