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educator at KU

The University of Kansas' Learning Com-
munities program announced its 23 peer edu-
cators for fall 2007. The peer educators, in-
cluding Melissa Shippy, senior in humani-
ties, international studies and microbiology,
and graduate of Maize High School, are KU
students who serve as academic resources
and mentors to help first-year KU students
adjust to campus life. ’

Among the benefits of Learning Commu-
nities are key interaction with faculty, as well
as a supportive network of other students,
peer educators and professors and supple-
mental learning opportunities in the class-
room and the Lawrence community.

Each Learning Communities group typi-
cally consists of about 20 students enrolled
in two courses and a seminar that focuses on
a particular theme. Each group has its own
faculty facilitator with coordination assistance
from the peer educator.

Students enroll, then are assigned to spe-
cific Learning Communities based on their
major, courses they take or experiences re-
lated to the overall theme of the communi-
ties. For fall 2007, 21 communities are avail-
able to incoming freshmen and there are of-
ferings for upper-level students. Courses can
be used to fulfill requirements in most pro-
fessional schools at KU,

Learning Communities are either residen-
tial or nonresidential. In the case of residen-
tial courses, the participants and peer educa-
tor live on the same floor in student housing
designated for the Learning Communities
program. Students in nonresidential Learn-
ing Communities can live either on or off cam-
pus, and the peer educator arranges meeting
times for study groups and social activities.

Shippy is the daughter of Chet and Judith

Shippy.
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