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SIBTINGS
SHARE A
PRINCIPLE

here was a time when a big brother would
I be in hot water back home if he didn’t
stick up for his little sister outside the
house. No such scolding will be necessary for
Ramon Murguia.

Murguia is the big brother of Janet Murguia, the
chief executive officer of the National Council

of La Raza,

and she’s at STEVE PENN

the center of

the debate

over Kansas - . ‘
City Mayor h
Mark Funk- .
houser’s t e "
continuing o
andappar- COMMENTARY
ently perma-

nent support of Frances Semler, a member of
the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps.

La Raza, under Janet Murguia’s leadership, has
threatened to move its national convention from
here if Semler isn’t removed from the Kansas
City Board of Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioners. The mayor met with Hispanic leaders
last week in hopes of finding a compromise to
resolve the controversy.
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PENN: When one sibling takes a stand, other one is right there, too/

FROM B1
Janet Murguia certainly is
capable of defending herself.
Before heading up La Raza, she
was executive vice chancellor
for university relations at the
University of Kansas, and she
earlier served for five years in
the Clinton White House.

But big brother Ramon Mur-
guia recently uséd a moment
meant to focus on his own
accomplishments to publicly
and forcefully convey his sup-
port for his sister. He also used
the moment to take on the
Minuteman group.

The sibling backup came at the
recent Blanco y Negro Annual
Awards Gala. Murguia, a law-
yer who has made a name for
himself serving the legal needs
of the Spanish-speaking com-

“They’re not just after the
undocumented in our commu-
nity. They’re going after all of
us Latinos. And we’re not
going to take it.”

He brings local credibility to
the issue. He has served on the
board of directors for the Na-
tional Council of La Raza, the
Francis Family Foundation, the
Wyandotte Health Foundation
and the Greater Kansas City
Community Foundation. He’s
currently chairman of the
Greater Kansas City Hispanic
Development Fund, a founda-
tion that works to improve the
quality of life for Latinos.

Murguia thanked the National
Council of La Raza for its
leadership on the immigration
issue.

“We appreciate NCLR for




