Stitdent athletes work hard for grades
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I read with more than passing interest
the story on the cheating scandal that has
unfolded at Florida State University. Over the

the need to help students cheat on online
exams and give them other assistance, such
as typing papers. Contrary to public opinion
athletes aren’t given preferential treatment
atKU. In fact, I was first alerted to this story

last five years that I've taught Hu- a strategic tutor for two student
manities and Western Civiliza- athletes this fall.
tion at The University of Kansas, When I was contacted by the
I've had numerous athletes in SASS office about the possibility
my classes. In addition, I've had of serving as a tutor, I was some-
to fail students who were caught what reluctant. However, when I
cheating in my classes. None of learned the athletes were former
the students caught cheating | students, I readily accepted. I
were athletes. NICOLAS must confess I was curious as to
It's unfortunate the academic SHUMP how this tutoring worked for the
assistance employees at FSU felt athletes. I'd passed by, but never

by an official in the Student Athlete Support
Services office at KU. In thg inm of full di

ventured inside, the Wagnon Student Athlete
Center where the majority of the tutoring
sessions take place. I'd read advertisements
in the University Daily Kansan looking for
tutors, and I'd spoken with some graduate

school colleagues who had served and con-
tinue to serve as tutors for student athletes.

One of the first official functions I attended
after accepting this position was a NCAA
compliance meeting where the tutors and
support staff were instructed in the numer-
ous procedures and regulations that cover
all aspects of the tutor-student relationship.
Other issues related to various forbidden
benefits that could damage the eligibility of
the athletes and the reputation of the athletic
department, and the university in general,
also were discussed.’

'The amount of information was rather
overwhelming, but I left with an increased
appreciation for the everyday difficulties
encountered by the athletes and those indi-
viduals at the university who serve in support
roles for the students.

From the outside looking in, it's rather easy
to be critical or cynical about the resources
provided for student athletes, but if you look
beneath the surface I think anyone would be
hard pressed to not admire the dedication
and energy of the student athletes.

Many of the athletes rise at dawn to work -
on their conditioning. When many of usare
arriving at work, these men and women are
attending early-morning classes or having
hour-long tutoring sessions for their various
classes.

In an age when many students look for the
easy wdy out, it’s refreshing to see the student
athlete s alive and well at KU.

Nicolas Shump is a doctoral student in
Armerican studies at The University of
Kansas. He can be reached at
Nicol225@sunflower.com.




