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striking part of this
experience was our
visit 1o a farming vil-
lage in central China.
Initially allen, it resem-
bled something out of medieval Europe:
scythe-wielding old women harvested wheat,
irrigation was performed with furrows, not
pipes, and the resulting grain was spread on
the mads to be threshed by the wheels of
passing vehicles before being repearedly
raked to separate out the chaft
See China, page 6

“Experiences from China 155

By John Kuhn

China. For us, the word conjures up exot-
ic images: dragons, gongs, an Orientalist
vislon of martial arts and bamboo. Recently,
| (whot never been off the continent) was
provided the chance to test these notions
during a KU-sponsored trip. We aimed at
the broadest possible
view of Chipa, visiting
ancient temples and
modern malls, rural
Shaamd and downtown

John Kuhn

These sights were accom-
panied by even more bizarre
images: flooded lotus fields
reflected the sun and the occa-
sional temple dotted the road-
side.

However, the strangest part
of my time in rural central
China was not how alien
everything felt, but how
familiar it seemed. This area
is geographically strikingly
similar to Kansas — the same
terrain, rainfall, primary

——

crops. It was uncanny, really,
to travel to literally the oppo-
site side of the world and dis-
cover again the landscape of
my childhood. And not just

the landscape, though the end-

less wheat fields, dirt roads
and cloudless skies were
there. The real shock was the
people: the same sunburnt
farmers talked shop outside
the local store, the same sulky
teenage girls idly raked the
wheat, and the same wives

from page 1
brought dinner out to the
fields. ,

The primary lesson in this,
of course, is that Durrell is
right. The people I met were,
in translation, markedly simi-
lar to the Kansans I grew up
with. The irrelevance of dis-
tance and the primacy of agri-
culture is a compelling truth I
could not have imagined
before my trip.

Editor's note: Kuhn is from
slightly north of El Dorado.
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