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KU probing records mailing

TOPEKA — Records discarded at the University of Kansas were
mailed anonymously to three newspapers, prompting a campus inves-
tigation Wednesday. It was the second report in two months of such a
breach of students’ privacy.

The records included what appeared to be graded exams, job appli-
cations, change-of-grade forms, class rosters, seating charts and copies
of health insurance cards and immigration forms, according to editors
at the newspapers. Some of the documents contained credit card num-
bers, Social Security numbers and student identification numbers,
they said.

The records were mailed in manila envelopes, with a letter in each
packet. Each letter said the papers had come from the university's
math department or its recycling center. The letter's writers claimed to
be former math teaching assiStants or current employees of the recy-
cling center, and they were critical of how the math department han-
dled its records.

“Our No. 1 concern is protecting these individuals from any com-
pounded exposure and launching an investigation,” university spokes-
woman Lynn Bretz said.

Bretz also issued a statement asking news organizations that had
received the documents to return them. She said doing so would pro-
tect patients’ privacy and allow the university to contact students
whose records were mailed. Also, she said the university needed the
documents as evidence in its investigation.

In July, The University Daily Kansan, the campus newspaper, report-
ed that documents were left in vacant offices in Wescoe Hall, which was
being renovated. The documents included graded exams, student
essays and schedule-changing forms. Earlier this month, university
officials announced a new program to improve the protection of private

¢ information.
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Grads Named

The University of Kansas released the
names of more than 900 students who
received degrees after the 2006 summer
session. Among those receiving their
degrees are two from Mulvane.

Christopher Wyant, a graduate of
Mulvane High School, received his mas-
ter of science in education degree. Traci
Flores, daughter of Richard and Mary
Flores of Mulvane, also received her
master of science in education degree.
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Recruifers must overcome

cow town misconceptions




