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of in-state students drops for
fourth consecutive year

By CHRIS GREEN
Harris News Service

TOPEKA — The state’s
four-year universities en-
rolled a record number of
students this fall, topping
a combined enrollment of
90,000 for the first time ever.

Yet those same institu-
tions also will be educating

\slightly fewer students hail-

ing from inside the state,
according to statistics re-
leased by the state Board of
Regents Thursday.

Four of the state’s six
universities saw in-state
enrollments decrease this
fall and combined resident
attendance at Regents in-

stitutions declined slightly
for the fourth consecutive

fall semester.

Since the fall of 2003,

in-state enrollment has
dropped by 1,219 students
or 1.8 percent. Nonresident
attendance has increased
by 3,682 students or 19 per-
cent over that same period,
largely fueled by the growth
of online courses at Fort
Hays State University.
. The headcount for all six
schools totaled 90,063, a 0.6
percent increase from last
year’s mark of 89,506. Resi-
dents still make up nearly
three-quarters of all stu-
dents attending the state’s
four-year universities.
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The enrollment changes

endance hits record level|
“Milestone passed as enrollment

occur at the same time that
most state universities have
increased in-state tuition .
at faster rates than out-of-
state tuition. Since 2002, in-
state tuition has more than -
doubled at two schools and .
increased annually by an |
average of at least 8 percent °

at the other four.

However, higher educa- .
tion officials also cite statis- |

tics showing that the state’s
institutions remain afford-
able compared to those in
neighboring states. Some
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enrollment reached a 15-year high.

Pat Bosco, dean of student life and
associate vice president for institu-
tional advancement, said that a de-
clining number of in-state high school
graduates helped push his school’s in-
state enrollment downward.

Emporia_State University saw the
steepest drop among state institu-
tions, losing 185 students or 2.9 per-
cent of its from enrollment last year,
including 126 resident students. In a
news release, Emporia State officials
partially attributed the decrease to a
drop in the number of its non-degree
seeking students.




