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ﬁewl%fommunity Chorale harmonizing for the joy of it

8Y MALINDA JusT
The Free Press

A new sound is resonating from the Tabor
College Music Department this year as a new
mixed chorus called the Tabor College
Community Chorale, takes the stage.

The Community Chorale primarily consists
of Hillsboro and Marion County residents,
including campus faculty and staff, although
Tabor College students are also invited to par-
ticipate.

“I am aware of a number of adults who are
experienced singers and who enjoy singing in a
choir,” said Bradley Vogel, associate professor
of choral music at Tabor College. “There are
very few opportunities for them to sing, and
(Tabor College) would like to offer this as that
opportunity.”

For the group’s first rehearsal Sept. 10, 20
people attended, ranging from ages 16 to 70, and
more have expressed interest, said Vogel.

The Community Chorale was implemented
for two reasons, Vogel said. First, a larger num-
ber of students want to sing than can partici-
pate in the Tabor College Concert Choir.

“(The Community Chorale) provides
another opportunity for students to sing, or for

students who simply want to sing in that type
of deal and not with the rigors the Concert
Choir has,” Vogel said.

The second reason is to meet a perceived
need in the community for people who want to
sing.

“The avenue of ‘church choirs has been dis-
appearing,” he said. “And so this offers that
opportunity for people who want to sing.”

The Community Chorale will perform two
concerts during the year: a Christmas concert
Dec. 10 at the Hillshoro Mennonite Brethren
Church, and a joint spring concert with the
Tabor College Concert Choir.

“They will be good community events,”
Vogel said.

“I think it’s important for a community to
have arts, and to give people a continued oppor-
tunity to participate in arts, in this case per-
forming art.” ‘

“ think the college should be a center of
cultural activity for our community,” he said.
“You look at Lawrence and Manhattan with KU
and K-State, and they’re just such a central
focus of the cultural life of the community

“And even on a smaller scale, I really think

m See Chorale, Page 3A
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