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BY STEVE FRY

i TOPEKA (AP) - The Americar

Indian boys, dressed in woolen trou-
sers and collarless muslin shirts, anc
the girls, wearing long dresses anc
boots, repeated the alphabet one
letter at a time in a one-room
schoolhouse. B

The year portrayed was 1905, and
the children were forced to attend
boarding school at Haskell Institute
in Lawrence.

Recently the child actors took part
in "The Only Good Indian," a movie
being shot in Topeka, Lawrence,
Wichita and other sites in Kansas.

“The Only Good Indian" is a fic-
tionalized account detailing the re-
moval of Indian children from their
homes and forced attendance at In-:
dian boarding schools. The purpose
was to indoctrinate them into a white
culture and destroy their Indian heri-,
tage. \

An Indian child who was removed
from his or her home was put in a
whole new world, said the film's
director, Kevin Willmott, an assis-
tant professor of film at The Univer-
si ansas. _—

When sent to a bearding school:

A student's Indian name was re-
placed with a white name.

The child learned English and was
forbidden to speak his native lan-
guage.

He couldn't worship his native re-
ligion and was assigned a new relig-
ion.

He was shipped far from his home
to discourage him from fleeing the
school and returning home.

In the scene shot on a recent morn-
ing, some students were learning the
alphabet, but Charlie, 15, a Kicka-
poo Indian, the movie's main charac-
ter, doesn't recite the letters and in-
stead stares at a book. Of the 20 stu-
dents in the classroom, most were
Kickapoo and some were Potawa-
tomi.

The classroom at Stach School on
the west grounds of the Kansas State
Historical Society doubles for the

rence.
Winterfox Frank, of Redding,
Calif ., portrays Charlie.
Charlie flees the school to return to
his family at their reservation home,

Cherokee “bounty hunter, pursues

Cherokee, portrays Franklin.

Movie viewers will recognize
Studi from his roles as the Toughest
Pawnee in "Dances with Wolves"

him. Actor Wes Studi, a real-life -

S

Topeka Child Actors Take
Part In Movie Shot In Kansas

and as Magua in "The Last of the
Mohicans." Studi also plays Joe
Leaphorn in the PBS productions of
three of Tony Hillerman's Navajo
novels. Studi's niece, Delanna Studi,
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Haskell Industrial Institute in Law-

Willmott said, and Sam Franklin, a .




