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‘Unexpected

155
destination: small town lures retirees with health care, family feeling

| KARREY BRITT
KBRITT@THEWORLDCO.INFO
SABETHA, KAN.

Most communities need
mountains, a nearby ocean or
college to attract retirees.

Nemaha County has none of
the above, but is doing just that.

It is the only Kansas county
considered a retirement destina-
tion by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. To be considered
such a destination, a communi-
ty’s population of those age 60
and older must have grown by at
least 15 percent between 1990
and 2000 as a result of people
moving into the area.

“It is a very interesting situa-
tion,” said Laszlo Kulcsar, a
demographer and director of the
Kansas Population Center at
Kansas State University. “It’s
like a fascinating social phenom-
enon.”

Nemaha County is in north-
east Kansas and has about 10,700
residents. Its biggest towns are
Sabetha and Seneca; each has
about 2,500 residents. The clos-
est cities are Topeka and St.
Joseph, Mo., which are about 60
miles away.

Quiet community

Kulcsar said he believes the
Apostolic Christian Retirement
Village in Sabetha has been key
to the county’s retirement desig-
nation. The village has grown
from a 26-bed nursing home in
1961 to a continuum care area
with 210 residents.

“They seem to be attracting
people who left Kansas back to
Kansas,” he said.

Consider Betty Jane Kusler,
82, who grew up in Wamego and
raised her children in Kansas
City, Kan. She moved to Col-
orado in 1982. Kusler, who was
stricken by polio at age 26, said
she looked at nursing homes in
Colorado before moving to
Apostolic Christian Retirement
Village, which is 13 miles away
from one of her seven children
who lives in Bern.

“Mountains are beautiful, but
nothing takes the place of farm-




