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PHOTOGRAPHS SUBMITTED BY SPENCER MUSEUM OF ART, UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

“Study for Aspects of Negro Life: An Idyll of the Deep South,” 1934, tempera on paper.

KANSAS TO HARLEM

Aaron Douglas was a leader of Harlem Renaissance

Douglas is considered the leading painter and illus-
trator coming out of the Harlem Renaissance, a creative
movement that involved music, visual arts, literature
and dance and inspired African Americans to be proud
‘of their heritage.

More than painhng

Douglas,’ whowasbomtolaborerpmmsonMay
26, 1899, in Topeka, eamned bachelor degrees at the
University of Nebraska in 1922 and The University of
Kansas in 1923, He taught art at Lincoln High School in
Kansas City, but soon headed to Columbia University
Teachers College to work on his master’s degree.

. “He always had the fire, but New York City and
the activity there fueled the fire,” said Stephanie Fox
Knappe, exhibition coordinator.

Douglas studied with Windol Reiss, a German illus-
trator who encouraged him to explore African images
and incorporate them into his works. He consequently
developed a style of painting that combined stylized
African and Egyptian images, cubism and Art Deco
styles, repetitive designs and the movement of dance
-and jazz music.

“Douglas just wasn't interested in painting” William
J. Harris, professor of English at KU, said. “He was inter-
ested in dance, music and politics and wanted to put all
of this stuff into his painting”

. During the heyday of the Harlem Renaissance,

Douglas dnd his wife, Alta, enjoyed giving parties for
artists, ‘writers' and musicians. Among their guests
were Lawrence-grown poet Langston Hughes, poet
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