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Group

looks across state to develop leaders

BY CHRISTINA M. WOODS
The Wichita Eagle

The question is intentionally
broad: “Of all the things we
could do to cultivate civic lead-
ership in Kansas, what should
we do?”

Answers from six diverse
focus groups this month could

Kansas Leadership Center cre-
ate initiatives to improve lead-
ership in communities, busi-
nesses and institutions across
the state.

“Reaching out to Kansans all
across the state will give the
leadership center the opportu-
nity to hear perspectives that,
otherwise, may never have
been voiced,” said Steve Coen,
vice president for administra-
tion for the Kansas Health
Foundation, which is awarding
the leadership center $30 mil-
lion over 10 years. “This up-
front investment of time and
energy is exactly what it will
take to establish the leadership
center as a credible resource for
generations of Kansas leaders.”
Center organizers and facili-
tators with Wichita State
University’s Self-Help Network
have conducted the focus
groups, which have zeroed in
on rural, urban and racial/eth-
nic issues, among others.

“It sounded like their inten-
tions are pretty good,” said

Charles Rivera, a board mem-

help organizers of the nonprofit

ber for the Wichita Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, who
attended a focus group with
Hispanics last week. “They’re
reaching across a lot of ethnic
boundaries.”

A lack of Hispanic leaders,
concerns about access to health
care, and higher education
were some of the issues the
group discussed, Rivera said.

Susan Keim, who lives in
Lawrence and is working on a
doctorate in public administra-
tion at the Uniwsas,
participated in a focus group on
urban issues. She said she
thinks the center’s mission
could create a national model.

“Nothing like this has ever
been done before in the entire

country, probably the entire
world,” she said, “and so they
don’t take this responsibility
lightly and it shows.”

Organizers have also inter-
viewed more than 20 profes-
sionals in areas from economics
to education to medicine..

Ed O'Malley, a former state
legislator from Johnson County
who is the president and chief
executive of the leadership cen-
ter, said specific initiatives
could be announced in early
2008.

O'Malley said Wichitans,
unlike other Kansans, are fortu-
nate to have gone through a
similar process during
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