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Coal plant debate also about power needd

LAWRENCE (AP) — Timothy
Carr delivered his message with a
matter-of-fact tone: The world is
going to consume more energy; lit-
tle of the electricity it will need
will come from renewable
resources, and much of that power
will come from coal.

Carr, a senior Kansas
Geological Survey scientist, spoke
last week at a University of Kansas
conference. His remarks came a
day before former Vice President
Al Gore received a Nobel Prize for
his campaign on global warming
and a day after environmentalists
had denounced Sunflower Electric
Power Corp.’s planT(Tr—fwo coal-
fired power plants in southwest
Kansas.

Some of the loudest criticism of
Sunflower’s proposal is heard from
the city of Lawrence, and Carr
seemed to sense that some audi-
ence members wouldn’t like his
assessment.

“Shoot the messenger,” he said.

Sunflower’s $3.6 billion pro-
posal has put it at the center of a
debate over carbon dioxide emis-
sions and global warming. But
another question is part of the dis-
cussion: whether Kansas needs as
much capacity to generate electric-
ity as Sunflower plans to build.

“When you combine the bene-
fits of both conservation and wind
and look at the current coal plants
and nuclear plant that we have, my
view is that there is a very limited
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need for addi- | e
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tional coal
plants in the
future,” Lt.
Gov. Mark
Parkinson, co-
chairman of an
energy policy
council, said
during a recent
interview.
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is seeking an
air-quality per-

mit from the
Department of Health and
Environment, and Secretary Rod
Bremby has said he will decide
whether to grant it by the end of
this month.

Environmentalists want Bremby

to reject the permit over the plants’

CO2 emissions, even though the
state doesn’t regulate the green-
house gas, which most scientists
see as a major contributor to global
warming. Many legislators, includ-
ing Senate President Steve Morris
and House Speaker Melvin
Neufeld, are pressuring him to
approve a permit, seeing the pro-
ject as vital economic develop-
ment.

The project would add two,
700-megawatt plants next to
Sunflower’s existing 360-megawatt
plant outside Holcomb, in Finney
County. Construction on the sec-
ond plant would be finished in
2013.




