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Centralia’s John Riggins has name
placed in KU’s Ring of Honor

From the Centralia Panthers
in High School, all the way to the
Pro Football Hall of Fame, John
Riggins “The Diesel” is now one
of only 15 names on the legend-
ary Ring of Honor at KU’s Me-
morial Stadium, a place for those
chosen few selected for their sig-
nificant on-field contributions to
the game of football.

Riggins returned to his alma
mater this past Saturday to re-
ceive the honor during the half-
time ceremony of the KU vs.
Baylor game.

Riggins stats and football
legend are nationally known, but
to area residents, Riggin’s story
began well before he played for
the Jayhawks or was named Su-

per Bowl XVII MVP in ‘83. It
began when he called Centralia
his home and was quarterback
for the Centralia Panthers and
also a 100 yard dash Kansas State
Champion in track & ficld, not
once, but twice during his high
school career. i

He has comc a long way
since then, but in the Topeka
Daily Capital, Riggins is quoted
as saying, “To be honest, there
was a time | didn’t want to leave
Centralia, even to come to KU.
My dad would watch a college
game on TV and say, ‘That will
be you someday’, and 1 thought,
Yeah, right.”

Well, “yeah right” is exactly
what happened. Riggins earned
his name in the Ring of Honor by

leading KU in rushing for three
seasons, finishing with 2,659
yards, ranking him in fifth place
on KU’s all-time rushing chart
and 14" for total yards.

Riggins went on to play for
the New York Jets as a first round
draft pick in 1971 and then, after
five seasons, went to play for the
Washington Redskins in *76. He
totaled 11,352 rushing yards for
104 touchdowns and caught 250
passes for 2,090 yards and 12
touchdowns during his career in
the NFL.

Riggins was inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
1992 and is now living in New
York, but still owns the family
farm outside of Centralia.
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