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KeP&L Chief sees coal still in mix for future

By JOHN HANNA
AsSoCIATED PRESS
. LAWRENCE — A regional utility’s top
Hays Daily executive acknowledged the dangers of
News global warming and promoted conserva-
Hays,KS tion Thursday, but he said coal-fired power
Circ. 12629 plants still will be necessary to satisfy rising
i demands for energy.
From Page: Bill Downey, president and chief execu-
8 tive officer of Kansas City Power & Light
Co., spoke during a conference where two
10/12/2007 Kansas scientists also outlined potential
31288 problems that climate change could cause.

They include hotter summers and shorter
crop-growing seasons in western Kansas,
=== they said.

¥ Discussions at the University of Kansas
conference were timely because of a debate
over proposed coal-fired power plants in
Kansas and Missouri. Environmentalists
worry about coal plants’ potential emissions
of carbon dioxide, which most scientists see
as a contributor to global warming.

In Kansas, Hays-based Sunflower Electric
Power Corp. is seeking an air-quality permit
from the state for its $3.6 billion plan to
build two-coal fired plants in southwest
Kansas. In Missouri, KCP&L is building a
coal-fired plant northwest of Kansas City
but promised environmentalists in March
to develop wind power and energy conserva-
tion programs.

Downey said helping consumers reduce
their energy use shows great promise but’
demand still will require higher energy
production, including electricity from coal-

fired plants. Technology to make coal burn
cleaner and to capture and store carbon
dioxide is an important part of reducing
CO2 emissions, he said.

“Coal, 0il and natural gas will remain
indispensable,” he said. “It’s a hard truth
that a rapidly growing world economy will
require large increases in energy supplies
over the next quarter-century.”

About 130 people attended the confer-
ence, including utility officials, legislative
staff, university scientists and federal, state
and local officials. Organizers wanted the
event to touch on issues involving energy,
the environment and the economy because
they viewed them as intertwined.

But the mix of messages about the need
for higher energy production and the poten-
tial problems from global warming troubled
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