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baum said.

Greg Fankhauser, president and CEO of
Heritage Bank and co-chairman of the Topeka
Business Hall of Fame, said the hall recognizes
business leaders who have demonstrated ex-
cellence, an entrepreneurial spirt, courageous
thinking, inspiring leadership, have had an
impact on the community and helped move
Topeka forward. The selection committee
was Jack Dicus, Howard Fricke, Larry Robbins,

TOPEKA BUSINESS HALL OF FAME

2008 inductees announced

Velma Pollock and Vince Frye. _

“'m truly honored and truly humbled,’
Kris Robbins said.

He said the culture at Security Benefit
drives behavior. He described the culture as
customer focused; integrity with fairness and
dignity; continuous improvement; and giv-
ing back to the community.

Harrison, a Washburn University graduate,
said he was pleased to see the university sup-

port the Topeka Business Hall of Fame.

The award recognizes not just him, he said,
but also his parents. His father, Walt Harrison,
founded HDB Construction in 1959.

“I stand on his shoulders,’ Alonzo Harrison
said. “Dad endured.’

Mary Brownback, daughter of John Stauffer,
said her grandfather, Oscar Stauffer, would be
honored and humbled to be chosen along
with his sons to the Business Hall of Fame.

The Stauffer family has given a lot back to
Kansas, including to Topeka Civic Theatre,
Washburn University and the University of
Kansas. Madeline Stauffer, widow of Stanley
Stauffer, said she wishes her husband could
have been there to receive the honor.

“He would have really reveled in it,’ Mad-
eline Stauffer said.

Stanley Stauffer helped found Junior
Achievement in Topeka many years ago.

Georgia Neese Gray graduated from
Washburn University in 1921. She moved
to New York and was an actress for 10 years.
She returned to Kansas to run her family’s
business in 1930 when her father was dy-
ing. She ran the Bank of Richland, moved it
to Topeka and changed the name to Capital
City Bank. President Truman made her U.S.
Treasurer, said Juli Mazachek, Washburn
Endowment president and co-chair of the
Topeka Business Hall of Fame.

Michael Hooper can be reached at
(785)295-1293
or michael. hooper@cjonline.com\




