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STAFF REPORTS

Armistice Day or Veterans
Day has been marked in Leaven-
worth County with special
events annually since 1919. But
Veterans Day 2007 brings a new
designation to the area.

For the first time, the Veterans
Day National Committee has
recognized the Leavenworth
County Veterans Day Parade as
an official Veterans Day region-
al site. The designation is award-
ed to communities for serving as
a model “for other communities
to follow in planning their own
observances.”

Thirty Veterans Days events
across the country received the
designation this year, including
Leavenworth and Emporia in
Kansas.

“We were very honored,” said
Diane Smith, secretary of the
Leavenworth County parade
committee. “We didn’t even
know we were being looked at to
be selected.”

Because of Leavenworth
County’s selection, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is dis-
patching one of its top officials
— Robert J. Henke, the chief
financial officer of the VA — to
Leavenworth to deliver the
National Veterans Day Message.
Henke, assistant VA secretary
for management, will speak at 2
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 11, at Ameri-
can Legion Post 23, 418 Chero-
kee St., Leavenworth. The mes-

Veterans Day
attracts big names

hours logged in aircraft from the
T-37 to F-16s, he currently is
chief of wing safety for the
132nd Fighter Wing of the lowa
Air National Guard.

His military experience
includes enforcement of the no-
fly zone over Iraq prior to Sad-
dam Hussein’s removal from
power and participating in
airstrikes against al-Qaida tar-
gets in the Anbar province during
the current Iraq war. He is sched-
uled again to deploy to Iraq in
spring of 2008.

The parade will begin at 10:30
a.m. Monday, Nov. 12, at Fourth
and Cherokee streets in down-
town Leavenworth. The parade

Parade

will proceed east on Cherokee to
Esplanade Street; north on
Esplanade to Delaware; west to
Seventh Street; south to Chero-
kee and east to its end at Fifth and
Cherokee.

The parade will stop for taps at
11 a.m., and a formation of F-16
fighter jets will fly over the
parade at 11:03 a.m.

Participants in this year’s
parade include “Our Returning
Heroes.” a float with service




