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secretive about
flight plans
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LAWRENCE - When it
comes to finding out where a
business jet is headed, the Uni:
versity of Kansas and Kansas
State University are more se-
cretive than the governor’s of-
fice.

Since January, the University
of Kansas has participated in a
service that shields real-time
flight plan information from
the public for trips taken by its
Cessna Citation Bravo based at
Lawrence Municipal Airport.

Kansas State has been block-
ing flight plan information for
its two business jets from Inter-
net tracking sites for six years.

“It is fairly common, for secu-
rity, to not let the whole world
know where your plane is go-
ing,” said Todd Cohen a
spokesman for the University of
Kansas.

But Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
doesn’t keep her flight plans se-
cret.

“Our schedulers or security
get on the flight tracking sys-
tem and track the state plane
regularly when needed,” said
Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole
Corcoran.

Pilots regularly file flight
plans with the Federal Aviation
Administration prior to takeoff.
Web sites then track the flights
as they happen.

Federal law allows plane
owners to request that informa-
tion be blocked by the National
Business Aviation Association.

“In the business community,
some of the flights carry com-
petitive and/or security con-
cerns,” said Dan Hubbard, a
spokesman for the association.
“There may be a reason why

the party making the flight feels
the flight should not be under-
stood in real time.”

The schools use their planes
for a number of sensitive trips,
including coaches recruiting
players, performing govern-
ment-funded research that offi-
cials would like to keep quiet or
transporting  controversial
speakers to campus.

Kansas’ Cessna seats about
eight and is used by officials at
both the Lawrence campus and
the KU Medical Center campus
in Kansas City, Kan.

The university does not block
flight information on a King
Air C-90B, of which the school
is a part-owner. That plane,
based in Kansas City, Mo., is
used primarily for medical out-
reach reasons.

Kansas State uses its two
planes for general business
travel and developed the policy
blocking the flight information
since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist

attacks.
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Program saves Kunsus
taxpayers money

while improving lives
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