
..Kansas schools 

secretive about 

flight plans 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LAWRENCE - When it 

comes to finding out where a 

business jet is headed, the Ijnj 

versit Kansas and Kansas 
State IJniversity are more secretive 

than the governor s office. 

Since January the University 
of Kansas has participated in a 

service that shields real-time 

flight plan information from 

the public for trips taken by its 

Cessna Citation Bravo based at 

Lawrence Municipal Airport. 
Kansas State has been blocking 

flight plan information for 

its two business jets from Internet 

tracking sites for six years. 

It is fairly common, for security, 

to not let the whole world 

know where your plane is going,  

said Todd Cohen a 

spokesman for the University of 

Kansas. 

But Gov. Kathleen Sebelius 

doesn t keep her flight plans secret. 

Our schedulers or security 

get on the flight tracking system 

and track the state plane 

regularly when needed,  said 

Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole 

Corcoran. 

Pilots regularly file flight 

plans with the Federal Aviation 

Administration prior to takeoff. 

Web sites then track the flights 

as they happen. 

Federal law allows plane 

owners to request that taformation 

be blocked by the National 

Business Aviation Association. 

In the business community, 

some of the flights carry competitive 

and/or security concerns,  

said Dan Hubbard, a 

spokesman for the association. 

There may be a reason why 

the party making the flight feels 
the flight should not be understood 

in real time.  

The schools use their planes 

for a number of sensitive trips, 

including coaches recruiting 

players, performing government-funded 

research that officials 

would like to keep quiet or 

transporting controversial 

speakers to campus. 

Kansas  Cessna seats about 

eight and is used by officials at 

both the Lawrence campus and 
the KU Medical Center campus 
in Kansas City Kan. 

The university does not block 

flight information on a King 

Air C-90B, of which the school 

is a part-owner. That plane, 

based in Kansas City, Mo., is 

used primarily for medical outreach 

reasons. 

Kansas State uses its two 

planes for general business 

travel and developed the policy 

blocking the flight information 

since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks. 
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Program saves Kansas 
taxpayers money 

while improving lives 
A young adult in western 

Kansas uses a power wheelchair 

to get to his place of employment. 

A woman in 

Russell has a patient care bed 

and no longer has to sleep in a 

chair to be comfortable. In 

Garden City, three people have 

received standers that improve 

their stability 

These are a few of the success 

stories of the Kansas 
Equipment Exchange, a 

project that accepts used 

equipment and matches it 

with Kansans who need it. 

Since April 2003, Equipment 
Exchange has, saved Kansas 

taxpayers more than $2 million. 

Most of the recipients of 

durable medical equipment 
don t have medical insurance,  

said Patty Black-Moore, 

Expanding Reuse Project Coordinator. 

Kansas Equipment 

Exchange saves tax dollars 

while improving lives. We 

placed over a half a million 

dollars in refurbished durable 

medical equipment last year.  

Since June 2002, durable 

medical equipment purchased 
by the Kansas Health Policy 

Authority (KHPA) is used by th as long as they 

need it. When the equipment 
is no longer needed, it is returned 

to the Equipment Exchange. 

Items in good condition 

are refurbished and then 

reassigned to another Kansan 

with a disability. 

Not all of the equipments 
originates with the KHPA. 

We ve received patient lifts, 

beds, wheelchairs, communication 

devices and other items 

from individuals and families 

who no longer needed them,  

Ms. Moore explained. A lot of 

usable items are stored in garages 

and attics. We need and 

accept donations of durable 

medical equipment and 

assistive. technology that will 

enable people to live more independently.  

dependently.  

With the increased concerns 

about electronic waste Equipment 

Exchange has added 
PDAs, hearing aids, navigational/GPS 

systems and electronic 

communication devices 

to its list. The project collects 

serviceable used items and 

passes them to Kansans with 

disabilities. We ve passed on 

Palm Pilots and HP iPAQs, 

Tom Tom and Garmin navigational 

systems, and Chat PC 

and Tech Talk communication 
devices,  Moore said. 

Persons wishing to donate 

equipment to the Kansas 
Equipment Exchange can call 

800-526-3648 toll free. Kansas 

Equipment Exchange is a 

statewide project guided by 

individuals with disabilities; 

family members and the 

KHPA. It is affiliated with 

Assistive Technology for Kansans, 

a program coordinated 

by the Kal)sas University Center 

on 
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